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T HE lectures of the excellent 
Euphrenes ſurpriſingly opened my 
conceptions and views. I had ex- 
perienced the ruſtic ſcenes of life, 
and been tired of their inſipidity, and 
deſpiſed the mean baſeneſs there 

Vol. II. B redun- 
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redundant. I felt great indignation 


at the cruel treatment the ſtranger: 
had received from mankind, and 


thought the world a ſavage ſtage 
of deception and rapine. But now 
my humanity was drawn our to feel 
for man; and I thought myſelf 
obliged to pleaſe, to ſerve, advance 
the happineſs of others, and, though 


* abundant petulance, miſconceptions, 
and oppoſite ſentiments, were to be 
encountered in my intercourſe with 


men, yet ſteady truth and virtue 


were to be my conſtant guides and 


directors. „With this budget of 
internal provinder, I entered the 
liſt of life; and, being well diſpoſed 
to beneficence, and the more ſoft 
ſenſations of nature, I doubted not 
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in the leaſt to find the generality 
of mankind equally tender and ob- 
liging. I frequented various ranks 
of ſociety, blended, with mankind, 
and made my obſervations on the 
different tempers and diſpoſitions 
of our country, through which I 
travelled, with care, before I went- 
abroad; and, in this excurſion, ob- 
ſerved abundant room for the inter- 
poſition of civility and rectitude; 
yet, I ever had an apology at hand, 
and diſcovered that my national. 
partiahty would never 'permit me 
to repreſent them with that genuine- 
neſs an- hiſtorian ſhould ever tenaci- 
ouſly obſerve. I, therefore, leave 
them for the entertainment of ſome 
leſs partial, and more cool diſpoſi- 

B 2 tion, 
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tion, and ſolicit the favour of your 
attention to ſome obſcrvations [ 
made in my voyages to Melaſge, an 
-10and that was, in my younger 
days, in the vaſt Atlantic or Weſtern 
ccean; but now loſt, without the 
:leaſt certain record how, or at 
what time, it diſappeared. Plato 
{ſpeaks of an iſland, that, in one 
night, was ſunk in thoſe parts: ſo 
does Plutarch; from whence I con- 
jecture, that it appears occaſionally, 
as thoſe floating iſlands, formed by 
the coheſion of roots and ſhrubs, 
in the great lakes in Norway, which, 
ſometimes adhering to the Continent, 
ſeem a part of it; at other times 
being torn from it, by ſome new 
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revulſion, reſume their former inſular. 


ſhape. 


When I arrived at Melaſge, their 


moſt ancient records gave no ac- 


count of its union with the Continent, . 


nor had any tradition communicated . 
it to them, though they very well 
knew their ĩſland was people by ſome 
gentleman, who .bathed in the Sca- 
mander, ſome eleven hundred years 
before the joyful æra of man- 
kind; ſo that in all probability as 


they were evidently critical in their 


intelligence and chronology, their 
ſeparation from the Continent muſt 


have been effected in the early. days 


of Japhat. That it was formerly 
united to the Continent, ſome of 
B.3. the 
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the wiſeſt Melaſgeans have proved 
from principles that merit all the 
regard due to verity and fact; 


the time when, is not eſſential to the 


argument. But to ſhew that it was, 
they, with the utmoſt preciſion and 
ingenuity, ſhew you, that the rocks 
on the coaſt have a ſimilar neatneſs, 
are alike craggy, and diſpoſed by 
nature to form the juncture, as the 
mortiſe is by art, to receive the 


tenon; that the ſtones are ſofter there 


than in the generality of other 
places, ſo that a ſeparation was more 


eaſily effected, and beſides, ſome 
.cockle ſhells, and jaw teeth of 


animals have been found ſeven- 
teen or eighteen feet under ground, 


Which, as they were once on the 


4ur- 
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ſurface, muſt evidently have been 
L covered by loſe earth, and moſt 
| probably by the earth that was 
driven on ſhore when Melaſge was 
ſeparated from the Continent : and 
what ſtill corroborates theſe circum- 
| ſtances, and almoſt demonſtrates the 
juſtneſs of the ſentiment is, there 
has ſprung from the ſea, in a ſur- 
prizing manner, not above two or 
three hundred miles from the ſpot, 
an extenſive tract of land, that, 
mortally ſpeaking, could not have 
been, had not the bed of the ſea 
been overſpread with the earth that 
Junk at the convulſion of Melaſge 
#rom the Continent. 


| | B 4 I could 
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I could collect no farther intel- 
ligence of the origin of that extra- 


ordinary country, or the happy: 


event which gave it a natural 
barrier againſt the intrufion of foreign 
abſurdities, and ſecured its native 
innocence and fimplicity. The 


lands of this much-favoured iſle 


were rich, and abounding with all 


the trees natural to Europe: the 
paſture was fine, and the fields over - 
ſpread with waving corn: the air 
generally ſalubrious, but ſometimes 


ſo exceedingly foggy, that the at- 


moſphere, in particular places, 
ſeemed to be an impenetrable con- 
ſiſtence, and had a ſurprizing effect 
on the optics, intellects, and diſ- 
cernment of the inhabitants, and 

par- 
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particularly. at a ſmall diſtance 
from the capital. Thoſe people 
who were the moſt abliging creatures 
in the world, in the city, become 
the moſt inſolent, blind, imperti- 
nent beings imaginable, when im- 
merſed in it; they fancy every 
extraneous object about them dimi- 
nutive, inſignificant, comtemptible, 
and themſelves, like Bantom's king, 
the firſt in creation's ſcale; or as the 
frowning lords of the millions, who 
inhabit the ſpacious lawns of the- 
vegetable kingdom, look down. on 
the little ſlaves of their will, and. 
keep them at aweful diſtance, 
Various are the opinions of philo- 
ſophers of this phænomenon: ſome- 
think the removal. from a clear ain, 


to 
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to a denſe atmoſphere may obſtruct 
the paſſages to the brain; others, 
that the weight of the external fluid, 
creating a difficulty of reſpiration, 
diſtorts the frame, and ſwells the 
vifionary organs to an unnatural 
convexity, by which means, objects 
appear to them diminutive. It is 
not my intention to produce the 
numerous arguments of that learned 
body of mankind, in ſupport of the 
above evidence, leſt I ſhould become 
voluminous, and deſtroy the little 
merit a writer can juſtly pretend to. 
To beguile the time that is engaged 
an devoirs to Madam Cloicina, 
though I am thus tender of my 
peculiar aims, and the conveniency 
of others, let it not be imagined 

that 
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that the phenomenon is liable te 
impeachment. A gentleman whe 
came from the interior parts of the 
iſland, happening to lodge in the 
hotel I had been introduced ta, 
confeſſed to-me, he had felt the ef- 
fects of the air in theſe particular 
ſituations. He enjoyed the rank and 
importance in his own country, due 
to men of literature and fortune 
but, paſſing a ſeaſon at a village dif- 
tinguiſhed for the beauty of its 
ſituation, and venturing out one 
morning to breathe the ſweet re- 
freſhing breeze in his night- cap, the 
air operated ſo powerfully on his 
capillary nerves, that, like a ſen- 
ſative plant, preſſed by the finger, he 
ſhrunk, became a mere dwarf, and 
found 
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found that the reduction of his: 


perſon was not the moſt lamentable 
event that had befallen him: he 
perceived that the compreſſure of 
the finer veſſels of the brain, had 


rendered the tranſmiſſion of ideas 


peculiarly ſingular, repreſenting the 


moſt elegant gentlemen, adorned 


with all the graces of refined edu- 


cation and learning,. diſtinguiſhed. 


by, rank and birth, as a body of peo- 
ple whoſe principle ornaments were 
inſolence and. ignorance, and never 


could be prevailed upon to think his 


ideas were erroneous, even after he 


changed the air, and reverted to 


his priſtine magnitude. 


CHAP: 


A 


* 


* 


N 


A TRI TO MELA SCE. 13 
Le .H A . «CK 


| HIS account of the neigh- 


bourhood of Sundromon, the capital 


of Melaſge, made me . dread the 
hour of leaving town; but, being 
aſſured that a corrupt dialect was 
too prevalent in the city, I reſolved 


upon an excurſion to the country; 
and, previous to amuſement, or any 
other conſideration, determined to 
apply attentively to gain the lan- 
guage, without which, I could not 


-be acquainted -with the genius and 
man- 
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| manners of the people—thoſe modes: 
of action, which give foreigners the 
air of ſingularity, and ſtamp their 
external conduct with the appearance 
of abſurdity. Knowing the natural 
politeneſs of the people, I was ſatis- 
fied my being a ſtranger would ſoon. 
| gain that attention which one gentle- 
| man pays another, however diſ- 
| tinguiſhed by country and tongue, 
and walked out frequently in the 
morning and evening, when the rays 
| of the fun were withdrawn, refreſh- 
ing gales waved the yellow fields, 
animated the panting flocks, and 
revived the team drooping through. 
heat and fatigue. But finding no 
company, was informed, it was not 
the faſhion to appear in public at 
=| | thoſe 
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thoſe ſeaſons, people of quality and 


diftinction, airing only at noon. 


Euphrenes had ſatisfied me of the 


neceſſity of conformity to the diſ- 


pofition of the people whoſe laws: 


afforded me protection; I therefore 
walked out at that ſeaſon, and muſt 
own was ſtruck with wonder, ſeeing 
the rapid ſucceſhon of coaches and 


chariots, phaetons and curricles, 
buggies and whiſkies, horſes gal- 


loping, men ſweating, duſt flying, 
coachmen and footmen, ladies and 
gentlemen, covered with clouds-of 
duft, panting for air, and choking 
with the large doſes of powder they 
gorged with reſpiration. I returned 
with all convenient expedition, not 
highly entertained with my ſacrifice 

tO 
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to civility, and the taſte of the 


country; a ſacrifice I call it: for 


(though it may be perfectly agreea- 
ble, and well adapted to the con- 
ſtitutions of the Melaſgeans, help- 
ing their digeſtion probably, as 


puddled water aids the digeſtive 


faculties of cattle in England) I felt 


the greateſt inconveniency; and, 
perſuaded that a renewal of my 


attentions, would :be attended with 


abſolute ſuffocation, I determined 
to give up the ton, be more humble 


in my propenſities, and walk. the 
ſhady groves with -the pigmy herd, 
enjoy amuſements adapted to the 
eoarſeneſs and vulgarity of my na- 


ture, liſten to the ſongſter's native 
muſic, and, with the poet, 


See 
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$ee what delights in ſylvan ſcenes appear; 
Deſcending gods have found Elyfium here. 


In woods bright Venus with Adonisſtray'd; 


And chaſte Diana haunts the fortſt ſhade. 


Here I found the true delight of 


Nature's charms, arranged in pleaſ- 


ing views, by the artiſt's judicious 


hand, Here the luxuriant tree 
{ſpreads its umbrella over the verdant 
carpet, and invited the ſaunterer 
to enjoy its refreſhing ſhade. There 
retired walks meandered amongſt 
the flowering ſhrubs, and led to the 
ſweet reſort of thouſands of the 
feathered choir, who ſwelled their 
throats with nature's: ſofteſt notes. 
Here the gentle gale, paſſing over 
the winding ſtream, collected 

Vor. II. $ cooling 


ſeats by me; and a gardener, croſſing 
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cooling fluids; and, ſpreading ove? 
the graſſy plain, filled the lowing 
herds with joy: the colt friſked be- 
fide 1ts dam, and the tender lambkin 
ſkipped around within its parent's 
view, bleated its pleaſing ſenſations, 
and, in ſportive play, ſnatched the 
flowing dug. What redundant plea- 
ſure did my mind receive from theſe 
guileleſs ſcenes ! Willing to enjoy 
them, tp the full, I ſat down in a 
92 here the ſoft zephyrs, that 
whiſper, through the branches, 
brought the ſweet produce of the 
flowering plant to delight the 


Jenſes. I had not long enjoyed my 
retirement, when ſome company, 


fatigued with walking, took their 


the 
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the lawn, gave a gentleman an op- 
portunity to remark that the ſenſations 
of human nature were often ſo 
refined that they could not be ex- 
preſſed without danger to the con- 
ſtitution. He obſerved, © You will 
often ſee the tear of compaſſion 
ſwell in the gliſtering eye of one 
at a diſtreſsful narration, who would 
concur in the ruin of numbers. 
You will often obſerve a morbid 
body, decrepid age, and tattered 
want, draw forth the purſe, afford 


an opportunity to pride to boaſt 


its charity, and filch the garb of 
the queen of virtue, Perſons may 
perform the ſacred duties of religion, 
and conduct themſelves agreeable 
to all its external rules; but ſhould 

. C.2 they 
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they applaud their devotions, ſpeak 


of the happineſs they enjoy in the 
cloſet, where is that pure ſanctity 


which ſtamps it divine? Where is. 
the ſecret efferveſcence which riſes. 
from the ſoul to unite alone with. 
God ? Where is. that piety which. 
excludes the world, and dwells with. 
omnipotence ? Does the heart, that 


refigns itſelf to Heaven, privately 


retain a deſire to appear good in the 
fight af men? Would not ſuch a de- 
ſire argue a want of pure ſanctity, and 
betray the hypocrite? The gardener 
you have ſeen paſs by, has given. 


the ſtrongeſt evidence of the force 


of his. ſenſibility and ſeriouſneſs. 
| Returning one evening from his 
labour, be was attacked by ruffians, 


who 
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I ho robbed him, cruelly beat him, 
| wounded him in ſeveral places, and 
left him on the ground weltering 

in his blood. A perſon, accidently 
paſling by, raiſed him up, and car- 
4 ried him to his houſe. His illneſs 
| reduced his family to want and 
miſery : his rankling wounds were 

nearly mortifying; when a lady, 

whoſe noble ſoul breathes compaſ- 

fon for her fellow creatures, on the 

ſublimeſt -principles, by chance was 

informed of the mournful tale, flew 

to their relief, clothed, fed, nouriſhed 

the ſick man and his ſtarving infants, 

ſent a ſurgeon to his aſſiſtance, and 

heard from him that the man was 

perfectly recovered, and his family 

| E re- 
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reſtored to its former eaſe and hap- 


pineſs. 


Here was genuine action; no gloſs 
or ſubterfuge, no pretence or de- 


ception. Another would have ex- 


preſſed his gratitude to his kind 


preſerver; but he would not intrude 


upon the goodneſs of his benefac- 
treſs, or depreciate its worth by re- 
paying in acknpwledgments. The 
feelings of his heart were too refined 
to utter his ſentiments of the deed. 
Struggling within apd ſcarcely re- 


ſtrained by the fine ligaments of 


nature, he dared not to give them 
leave to exert themſelves, leſt they 


ſhould ſnap his gentle texture and 


deſtroy his being: his conduct had 
1 naturally 
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naturally all the acquired delicacy 
of the French nation, that ingenuity 
which permits the mind to ſuppoſe 
and conjecture what is moſt pleaſing 


to itſelf,” 


* Indeed (replied a perſon of the 
company), there is ſomething ex- 
ceedingly polite in not giving 
trouble; vaſt tenderneſs in abhorring 
the idea of conveying pain. Should 


I know that one perſon determined to 


rob another, I think it would be very 
cruel to give hum notice of it, and 
thereby fill his heart with fear and 
dread : it may not happen: if it 
ſhould, how could I help it? 1 
only knew it would be, you know: 
ſhould be grieved to the heart, and 
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pity the poor creature moſt ſin- 
cerely.“ 


I beg your pardon (replied a 
gentleman, whom they called Kuſtis), 
with ſubmiſſion to your ſuperior 
judgment; you ſhould not pity him; 
to pity is to pity. 15—to partake 
of ,the.trouble,” I am an old man; 
know moſt of the great perſonages 
in Europe; but, with ſubmiſſion, 
theſe things are not to be men- 
tioned. If I was given to talk, 1 
could - but you'l pardon me— I well 
know what 1s due to the great but 
to return. When I was at Paris—no 
Dit was not at Paris— it was at Roan 
—at Roan—yes, yes, it was at Roan, 
ar Bourdeaux—ar ſomewhere near 
. Pray 


” 
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Pray does -either of you gentleman 
It is excellent -I import my own 
rappee. As I was ſaying, when [ was 
at Marſeilles—I think, I never taſted 
in all my travels ſuch fine cabbages 
vegetables in France are ſu— 
preme - excellent When you cut a 
cabbage you immediately ſmell the 
foil it grew on. I could tell you 
whether it grew on loam, mar], or 
fand ; what plants were near it; if 
there was any vineyard within— 
within an hundred yards of it; but 
now I do not ſmell as well as I did. — 
Now you muſt know tt is the ſame 
with-the vineyards, as with the cab- 
bages, which occaſion the difference 
in the price of wine: ſome is not 
worth an hundred livres per ton: 

others 
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others ſell for five, nine, twelve 
hundred : theſe all partake of the 
ſoil; and, with ſubmiſſion, if you 
was to pity, as theſe partake of the 
foil, you would feel part of the pain. 


I am, Sir, upon a ſcheme of my 
own invention; it will be one of 
(though I ſpeak it) the fineſt pro- 
ductions, that has ever been made, 
It is entertaining to ſee the blood 
circulate in the tail of a gudgeon— 
to examine the azure mammilæ of a 
grampus; but 1 love the utile dulci 
the utile dulci is my aim. I care 
not (though natural hiſtory owes to 
me a great deal) for the electricity 
of a torpedo, or the utrum genus 
of a ſnail. + I like to cultivate what 

will 
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will ſerve the community, enlarge 
the revenue, and comfort the heart. 
I have you muſt know, at the back 
of my houſe, a kitchen—garden— 
and in that garden, when we have 
a warm ſummer, ſome of the beſt 
peaches and nectarines in the world; 
which I have found by expe- 
rience—and experience is the thing, 
to be beſt, —when they kave been 
eaten by earwigs, an animal that 
ſucks out that fragrant richneſs, 
which is ſo grateful to the olfactory 
powers—on this I build my hypo- 
theſis—and have ſet up—you will 
be ſurprized at the invention—an 
earwiggery : have already divided 
them into claſſes, and permit them 


to come abroad in ſucceſhon, by 
| which 
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which means they are equally fed. 
My fruits luxuriantly ripened and 
and my ſcheme brought to perfec- 
tion; for as ſoon as the fruit is 
Perfectly ripe, I will collect the 
earwiggery—now impregnated with 
the rich flavour of the fruit, the 
kernels, and rinds,—and, pounding 
them in a mortar of peculiar ſtruc- 
ture, ſhall procure a quantity of the 
molt delicious liquor in the world 
Montiphiaſco—la parfait amour 
Eau de coin, &c. &c. &c. can be 
nothing to it. Beſides, the advan- 
tages of this invention are abundant. 
Theſe inſects becoming, like ſheep 
and oxen, private property, will be 
kept within bounds ; hindred from 
general plunder ; deſtroy the vulgar 
. uſe 
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uſe of gin (for ſurcly none will drink. 
gin when they can buy equally as 
cheap this. liquor), reduce the price 
of wheat, fill the poor with bread,, 
our navy and army with health, and 
irreſiſtible vigor. And farther, af- 
ter this moſt excellent liquor is 
drawn off, there will remain in the 
veſſel a kind of oleaginous ſubſtance; 
not greaſy, but waxy; pellucid 
and fragrant; of this I propoſe to- 
make candles that, in the candle- 
ſtick, will look like a tube of 
chryſtal, tiped with a lambent flame 
of gold, and diffuſe, through all the 
apartment, a perfume infinitely 
ſuperior to that which is burnt in 
oriental cenſers, or produced by otto 
of roſes. Here then we ſhall have 

a piece 
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a piece of elegance ſuperior to all 
our neighbours, I could have ſent 
it abroad, but I have a tendre for 
this poor country; it is a pity 
there ſhould not be one thing in it 
to do it honour.” 


The former perſon replied, It is 
very good of you to conſider us in fo 
favourable a light. None but noble 
minds can be truly generous.” 


Kuſtis rejoined, © There certainly 
is a congruity in nature: a congruity 
I may well ſay; a certain concate- 
nation that pervades all things. 
I am noble, or undoubtedly could 
not think nobly : my anceſtors were 
9 in the days of Venterblaſt, 
ä | a prince 
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a prince who reigned here with great 
honour. Nobility is not on the foot- 
ing here it is in other countries. 
There they are not properly diſ- 
tinguiſhed. Every rich fellow ſets up 
for a gentleman, forces himſelf into 
the nobleſſe; but here nobility is 
here - dit—ary: it does not depend 
upon wealth; but family, and their 
rank; not upon titles, but antiquity. 
There is ſomething in family de- 
ſcent, that probably is not explica 
ble; but ſo it is very ſingular and 
extraordinary. I conceive a certain 
congruity under correction, in 
the material organs, or a certain re- 
finement in the animal diſpoſition, 
that, having a fecundity of ignifer- 
ous ſublimity, that, volatilizing the 

ous 


22 A TRIP TO MEL ASO. 


perceptive faculties, raiſes the genius 
to a ſublime, keen, noble power of 
diſcernment, and diftuſes ſuch por- 


tion of wiſdom. to every degree of 
relationſhip (as what is inherent in 
the principle, muſt be communi- 
cated tothe produce), as amaze and 
ſtrike with wonder; as have the 
geniuſes of my dear relations, Mon- 
teſquieu, Rohault, Voltaire, and 
Rofſeau—our family is not far ſhort 
of entre nous.“ 


CHAP. 


* 
: 


©... 
_—_ 
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1 Liſtened hitherto with no leſs 
attention than ſurprize; but, now 
dreading leſt Kuſtis ſhould ſtride over 
his entre nous, and expatiate upon 
his ſecret, I took my leave as haſtily 
as the miller (dreading the effect of 
another glaſs) moved the wine from 
the Sultan. The ſtory runs thus: 
4A Sultan, in hunting, was acci- 
dently ſeparated from his company; 
and, being embarraſſed in woods, and 
unfrequented tracts, was incapable 


Vol. II. D of 
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of finding the way to his palace, 
Night approached ; and, fortunately, 
the twinkling light of a lamp 
pointed the way to a miller's habita- 
tion : there the Sultan came, and 
was received with the utmoſt cor- 
diality. The miller placed before 
him the humble fare of his cottage, 
and regaled him with a cup of 
wine. This hoſpitality pleaſed the 
Sultan: he told the miller he was a 
Lord of the Sultan's court, and would 
reward his kindneſs. The cup was 
repleniſhed, and the Sultan aſſured 
him he was the Grand Vizier, and 
would not fail to promote him. 
Theſe aſſurances did not reſtrain the 
miller's generoſity ; the cup again 
was crowned; and, the Sultan's heart 
3 | EX 
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expanding, he threw off all diſguiſe 
and declared himſelf the Sultan. 
The miller ſprung from his ſeat, 
ſeized the cups, and cleared the 
table in an inſtant. The Sultan, ſur- 
prized at his conduct, aſked the 
reaſon of it; the miller replied, 
* When you firſt came here, you was a 
Lord, a draught of wine created you 
Vizier, and another Sultan; if I 
permit you to drink any more, you 
may inſiſt upon it that you are the 
prophet himſelf.” 


The miller wiſely obſerved, that 
the particles of wine had the ſame 
effect upon the natural barometer, . 
as the rays of the ſun have on the - 
artificial, gradually mounting until 

22 
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they had impregnated the cerebel- 
ium, and bewildered the imagina- 
tion; or, as the tinctura univerſalis, 
which ſtrengthens by uſe, realizes 
dreams, and ſo firmly eſtabliſhes 
opinions, that, ſhould you intimate 
a a diſtruſt, or want, of credence, they 
will curſe you as heartily as Emperor 
Peter did his brethren; and, is it to 
be wondered at, when, in, ſo doing, 
you ſap the foundation of their great- 
neſs, worth, and importance, unhinge 
their happineſs, and leave a mere 
vacuum behind? 


Here, probably, ſome who are 
burdened with that foible ſo long 
exploded in a neighbouring king- 
dom —baſhfulneſs, will hold thoſe in 

ä con- 


— 
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contempt and ridicule who vainly 
talk of themſelves, boaſt of their 
own ingenuity, rank or merit: how- 
ever, ſuch modeſt perſonages will 
pardon my diſſenting from them in 
opinion; for I ſhall ſcarcely be per- 
fuaded that any one knows another 
better than he knows himſelf, can 
trace the workings of his genius, the 
force of his imagination, and ſolidi- 
ty of his underſtanding, with half 
the accuracy that he does who feels 
the motion, diſcerns the operation, 
and produces the effect. If, there- 
fore, the dulneſs of mankind diſables 
them to diſcern the various beauties 
and excellencies that his genius may 
be cloathed with, it certainly is very 
obliging, and condeſcending in the 

D 3 poſ- 
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poſſeſſor to point them out, that they 

may not be loſt to ſociety; nor could 

he, properly ſpeaking, be eſteemed 
a good citizen, or a good man, 

without conducting himſelf in that 
manner; ſo that he is really under 

. a moral obligation and neceſſity of 
. publiſhing his own merits, as the 
wiſeſt men in all ages have done. 

How would that immenſe treaſure of 

renown, which Greece and Rome ac- 
cumulated, have been amaſſed, had 
not the great told their own ſtory, 
and had not a parcel of poor wretches 
Kalled poets and hiſtorians, urged 
merely by gratitude and admiration, 
celebrated their fame, who were too 
modeſt to ſpeak for themſelves? 
5 in theſe modern days, what a 
| wretched 
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wretched cloud of ignorance would 
overſpread us, did not every man, 
his friend, and his friend's friend, 
celebrate his works, and point out 
thoſe well-turned periods, thoſe fine 
ſentiments, that Attic ſalt, that 
elegance, grandeur, grace, riches, 
&c. &c. &c. which every line pro- 
duces, and ſwells beneath each ſtroke 
of the bruſh? In truth, the deeper 
we examine the propriety of a man's 
celebrating his own fame, the more 
we mult be ſatisfied of the neceffity 
of it. | | 


Some have alledged that this ſelf- 
fatisfied diſpofition is exceedingly 
beneficial to health, conducive to a 
free circulation of the juices and 

| D 4 an- 
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animal ſpirits; and, indeed, nothing 
is more certain than that people of 
that amiable temper, are generally 
fat, fair, and florid, perfectly at 
eaſe, and the moſt ſmiling happy 
creatures in the world, frolicſome, 
friſky, lively, gay, in town or 
country, court or cot. I had for- 
merly a ridiculous notion that flori- 
dity was confined principally to the 
rural ſcenes of life, the ſeat of eaſe 
and retirement ; but am now per- 
fectly undeceived, and ſatisfied na- 
ture is not thus partial; if there is 
any diſcoverable partiality in her 
works, it is certainly within the 
capital and its environs; for there 
floridity extends beyond the period; 
we find it flag in the country, though 

they 
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they have the fame natural requiſites, 
qualities and propenſities; and 1 
have not ſeldom wondered what 
means are uſed to ſupport nature in 
a more elegant ſtate here than a- 
mongſt the homely villagers; the 
only probable reaſon to be aſſigned, 
is, the mode of living, which, being 
exceedingly diſſimilar, muſt have 
different effects upon the conſtitution. 
Here they never ſuffer the morning 
dew to check that fine perſpiration 
which unloads the pores of morbid 
matter, and gives the ſkin a beauti- 
ful fairneſs; or venture into the 
noon day's ſun, that throws the blood 
into a fermentation, produces fevers, 
debility and languor. There, on 
the contrary, they ſuck in the morn» 


ing 


42 A TRIP To MELASGE-. 


ing vapours, wet their feet in dew, 
get colds which corrupt the blood, 
and give a yellowneſs to the ſkin, 
range the fields amidſt the warmer 
Tays, and recline beneath the friend- 
ly branches of a ſpreading tree, 
Beſides, in the country, they eat 
beef, mutton, and brown bread, 
drink ale or ſmall beer, food in it- 
{elf fo coarſe and heavy, that many 
fall aſleep immediately after eating; 
and others are ſo ſtupid, that it is 
very evident the digeſtive faculties 
are impeded and obſtructed, from 
whence Nature ſuffers, and a thou- 
Jands humours are produced to in- 
jure health, and waſte the conſti- 
tution: whilſt the moſt judicious, in 
ae brilliant ſeenes of life, uſe the 
hs moſt 
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moſt delicate viands that form a 
pure chyle, ſuch as ſalmon a la 
braiſe, ragouts, pig au pere douillet, 
fricaſey muſhrooms, chardoons a 
la framage, and a thouſand other 
ſoft and gentle things that nouriſh, 
but do not load the ſtomach ; theſe 
admit of no. morbid matter, warm 
. the genius, aid circulation, and, 
immixing no groſſneſs with the 
limpid ſtream, it fills the ſmall veſ- 
ſels in the cheeks with natural bloom, 
. and gives an clafticwy to. the whole 
. conſtitution, | 


This luxuriancy of juvenile com- 
'plextion, is not the only happy conſe- 
-quence of a pure and lymphatic. ſtate 
of blood, In vulgar. conſtitutions 
BHS 4 there 
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there are ſo many obſtructions, corpo- 
real and mental, that a long ſeries of 
years, employed in the exerciſe of 
education, can ſcarcely remove; but 
in theſe refined habits, the capillaries 
and nervous ſyſtem, being filled 
with a pure fluid eaſily impelled by 
ſound or intuition, convey an aſſem- 
blage of materials to the ſoul, and 
incite ideas with conſummate faci- 
lity, without the proceſs of educa- 
tion to inſtill, direct, and inform, 
and at once implant in the mind as 
much ſcience and intelligence as 
the moſt accompliſhed ſcholar is - 
poſſeſſed of, particularly in that 
| beautifying rhetorical figure Hyper- 
bole, which Ariſtotle remarks, is 
admirably adapted to the genius of 


young 
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young men of quality. This im- 
provement of ability is certainly 
a a refinement that the world, in gene- 
ral, is entirely ignorant of. The 
firſt geniuſes in antiquity, thought 
indeed that mental as well as cor- 
poreal properties, were transfuſable 
to others, as do modern Indians; 
but it daes. not appear that either of 
them ever. fully effected their con- 
jectures, though frequently at- 
tempted; ſo that the _ Melaſgeans 
have a juſt. claim to originality in 
this . accompliſhment, and boaſt, 
without a. competitor, a regular af- 
' finity between genius, perſon, and 
endowments, founded on the ſame 


excellence, and rational conſiſtency, 


-CHAP. 
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Tu E Melaſgeans think an im- 
plicit obedience to what they are 
told of the ancients, in matters of 
wiſdom, eſſentially neceſſary to in- 
dicate the ſcholar, and admire, even 
to adoration, the facility of acquiring 
ſcience; yet, in other matters of 
moment, and ſerious importance, the 
dreſs of the perſon they think for 
themſelves, and indeed, with great 
propriety; for the habit that is 


ſuited to Ionia, would by no means 
; be 
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be agreeable in the Weſtern Iſlands; 
the ſandal laced with an hard thong, 
muſt yield to the beauty and con- 
veniency of the black ſattin ſhoe, 
with white heels; nor would the 
ladies, whoſe chaſte ideas compel 
them to conceal their feet, diſpenſe 
with ſuch an infringement on mo- 
deſty as the Scio ladies ſeem incon- 
ſcious of, who, with all imaginable 
naivete, dance and fing, laugh and 
ſmile, with their petticoat reaching 
almoſt to the knee, diſplaying the 
ſimple neatneſs of a white ſilk ſtock- 
ing; but this innocence would, in 
Melaſge, be indecent, a deviation 
from that modeſty they were never 
known to infringe, and therefore- 
they take every opportunity of 

ſhewing 
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-ſhewing their diſapprobation of it; 
andyou may, in a great degree, judge 
of the coldneſs of a lady's conſti- | 
tution -and modeſty, by the length 
of her habit, height of her head- 
dreſs, and demureneſs of her aſpect, 
without feeling her pulſe, or con- 
ſulting the barometer. 


This mode of conducting exter- 
nals, is admirably advantageous and 
uſeful to ſociety, to beauty and 
virtue: it leaves the men not one 
moment in doubt of the internal 
graces of the mind, the ſolidity of 
underſtanding, and all thoſe pret- 
tineſſes which men of ſpeculative 
tempers are capricious enough to ö 
zadmire: it draws beauty, as it were, 

70 
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to a focus; and, is ſo peculiarly ad- 
juſted, that not a charm gains the 
ſuperiority, but every line con- 
centres there, and all the objects of 
viſion, however diffuſe, converge to 
that point, whether it be a fine 
complexion, ivory teeth, ruby lips, 
a well turned arm, white hand, long 
fingers, or ſwelling boſom, or &c. 
&c. and ſo effectually ſecures virtue 
from the leaſt intruſion on her ſacred 
rights, that, was it not to extend the 
domain, conjoin the ſpacious lands 
that nod with the yellow harveſt, 
even beauty would not incite a defire 
to turn the fallow glebe. | 


Theſe various manners, and ex- 
cellent endowments, are not pre- 
Vol. II. E. ſumed 
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ſumed to be the offspring of their 

own natural genius: they are culled. 
as choiſeſt flowers from the beſt cul- 
tivated gardens, in the politer and 
moſt accompliſhed countries. Many 
leave their natale folum, covered with 
ruſt and ignorance, to ſeek refine- 
ment in foreign lands, and, when 
there, ride through different ſtates, 
as if impetuous anxiety hurried them 
from the hand of juſtice, and then 
return to diſplay (as thoſe beauties 
in an hair dreſſer's windows do), the 
ton of dreſſing the hair. 


Here, young men, by an order 
of government, are never permitted 
to go abroad until their underſtand- 
ing is ripened and cultivated by claſſic 

3 learn- 
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learning, a general acquaintance 
with their own government, laws 
and inſtitution, ancient and modern 
hiſtory, the connection and intereſt 
of ſtates, particularly thoſe they in- 
tend to viſit, until they have travel- 
led through their own country, and 
made themſelves perfectly acquaint- 
ed with whatever is curious and 
valuable in nature or art. Then 
their intercourſe with foreign nations 
will build on their acquiſitions, ex- 
pand the mind, and give it a turn of 
liberality, affording them an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing the different forms 
of government, and their effects on 
religion, morality, virtue, manners, 
&c. &c. &c. They are enabled to 
diſcern the rocks on which others 

E 2 have 
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have ſplit, the obſtructions that 
impede the cultivation of whatever 
is amiable and of public utility, to ſe- 
lect ſuch plans and productions as 
have proved beneficial, and, by this 
means, become uſeful to the ſtate, 
amiable in themſelves, and objects 
of imitation to thoſe who are not 
capacitated to enjoy ſimilar advan- 
toges 


CHAP, 
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Ar TER exhauſting the trea- 
ſures of claſſie ground, and leaving 
nothing behind but dirty inns, 
wretched horſes, and miſerable peo- 
ple. The Melaſgeans have, of late 
years, addreſſed themſelves principal- 
ly to architecture, and gardening, 
and diſplay in them a ſtriking force 
of genius. It is not unuſual, in other 
countries, for a gentleman to erect 
his country ſeat beſide ſome riſing 
ground, fronting the ſouth or ſouth- 

E 3 eaſt 
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eaſt; but they, ſenſible of the ab- 
ſurdity, with a degree of wiſdom, 
diſcernable in all their actions, re- 
verſe the front, and think it the 
height of folly to expoſe their ſum- 
mer retirements to the full force of 
the meridian ſun, the Eaſtern blaſts, 
ſo pernicious to the conſtitution, and 
thoſe early ſtreams of light, which, 
breaking forth from the chambers 
of the Eaſt, render it impoſſible to 
ſleep, enjoy that ſoft repoſe ſo ne- 
ceſſary to exiſtence, Their rural 
manſions, generally, have no inter- 
ruption to their view, until the far- 
diſtant hills claſp the horizon, whilſt 
lofty mountains to the eaſt and 
weſt, dreſſed in verdant fern, ſtil- 
ling ſubterraneous rivulets into .2 
ſtag· 
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| ſtagnant pond bound the ſight, and 
feed a ſpacious fen bordered with 


aſpiring rocks, that ſeem to defy 


the ſavage hand of time, hanging 
like ruins, from whoſe clifts the bram- 
ble, and creeping ivy ſpring ; this 
draws near the lovely ſpot interſected 
only by the public road, where rol- 
ing eddies ſpeak the buſy world, and 
enliven the placid ſeat of health and 
beauty; where the riſing ſun, ſmiling 
on the ſoft atmoſphere, exhaled from 
the fen and pond, awakes their 
numerous inhabitants to ſalute it 
with ſongs of joy and gratitude. 
Within the charming villa, reigns 
the ſame conſummate taſte; ſplendor 
conſpires to enrich the grand ſaloon, 
rich crimſon furniture cooly infinu- 

E 4 ates 
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ates the pleaſure of refreſhing gales, 
and yellow carpets contraſt the ſofteſt 
bed of Nature. The lady's dreſſing- 
room, hung with roſy damaſk, decked 
with oriental productions, manda- 
rines and monkies, lamas and pa- 
godas, ſerpents, lizards and croco- 
diles, toads, frogs and ſatyrs, in 
decent arrangement unfold the native 
genius as fully as what is beneath 
the toilet, does its deſtined uſe. The 
other apartments have a ſnuggity in 
them that effectually excludes the 
entrance of an influenza, all exter- 
nal air, and leaves the ſweet perfume, 
which flows from the lips, to be 
breathed, and rebreathed again: 
this is one of the ſecret cauſes which 
contribute to the prevailing run of 

beauty; 
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beauty; for it has been found, by 
experience, that, nothing is ſo apt to 
eſtabliſh cutical complaints, as a 
ſudden checking of perſpiration, 
which, ſtoping the pores, confines 
that matter in the ſkin which Nature 
would have thrown off; and makes 
it neceſſary to uſe cool creams, al- 
mond waſhes, hogs-lard, bears-fat, 
thoſe nice and delicate unguents, 
that have a loſening and ſuppling 
quality, to open the pores and give 
Naturean opportunity of diſcharging 
her fluids. Notwithſtanding theſe 
refinements are univerſally prevalent 
in Melaſge, they are but of novel 
introduction: their ſtrides to ele- 
gance are amazing; for in my firſt 
voyage, they juſt became in vogue, 

amongſt 
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-amongſt the moſt eminent and 
ſenſible; © but now the ladies and 
gentlemen find them as neceſlary 
to the complexion as the collar, 
back- board and braces are to 
the formation of an elegant 
figure. 


Is it not matter of wonder, (as 

it is evident that intelligence is pro- 
greſſive, and every age exceeds the 
former in wiſdom) that old man- 
ſions, crowded with helmets, ſpears, 
and ſhields, trophies of anceſtorial 
glory, ſhould remain ſo long as they 
have? eſpecially when we conſider 
that they were ſurrounded with 
meadows, and ploughed lands, per- 
petually ſubject to the lowing of 
herds, 
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herds, the bleating of ſheep, the 
ruſtic notes of the milk-maid ſtrok- 
ing the flowing dug, the huſband- 
man holding his plough, and en- 
couraging his team to labour, whilſt 
the boy affrights the plundering 
crow from the -new-ſown corn, and 
makes the vallies re-eccho his. ſhrill 
toned voice? Fortunately for the 
fine feelings of gentlemen of the 
preſent age, this ruſticity is ſuper- 
ceded, meadows full of oxen, 
ploughed lands, cottages of dirty 
-ruſtics; what horrid rudeneſs of 
unpoliſhed nature! Now you ſee 
their villas ſurrounded with par- 
-«terres interſperſed with gravel 
walks; the grounds laid out in 


beautiful variety, preſent each ſuc- 


ceeding 
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ceeding ſtep ſome novel ſcene: . 


you enter a ! grove-. planted with. 
-geometricat exactneſs, the angles 
leaving ſufficient» room on either 


fide to ſpread the branching ſhade - 


on the moſſy bed below; and, 


paſſing on by a ſmall meandering 
path, are arreſted by lofty- cluſtered 
firs, brought from America's bound- 


leſs foreſts, interſpread with roſes and 
jeſſamine, daughters of a ſouthern 


ſoil. Scarcely have you admired the 
judicious claſs before your eye is 
called to view the varied: beauty 


of a temple, in the centre of the fine 


canal, fed by a venerable pump 
whoſe waters, of verdant hue, regale 
the noſtrils with their odour, whilſt 


the dragons, brandiſhing their forked 


tongues 
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tongues from the temple's roof, 
ſeem to threaten the graces, arranged 
about an Adam's needle, garniſned 
beneath with candid. tuft, and Ve- 
nus's looking-glaſs. Emerging from 
this fragrant ſpot, ſuch is the 
charming variety, you are at a loſs 
how to guide your ſteps! Here the 
ſportive mazes of pines and firs, 
there the arbutus, Canary hyperi- 
cum, agnus ceſtus, phlomis, oleaſter, 
ſhrub cinquefoil, althæa frutex, 
; tulip trees, mellon trees, Jucca 
| brooms, ſaſſafras, ceanthus, dahoon 
. holy, cedar, &c. &c. &c. ſpread 
their delightful branches, and invite 
attention! Here lawns and ruins 
there groves, canals, fames, tem- 
- ples, hills, grottoes, diſplay their 
| .excel- 
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excellence in- ſuch quick ſucceſſion 


that genius finds itſelf unable to. 
diſpoſe of the palm to either. 


— 


CHAP. 
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C FA II 


(rats S rejecting the aids 
which architects or ſtatuaries give, 
follow the fimple dreſs of Nature ; 
the ſimplicity of her choiceſt dreſs. 
Not a rock or ſtone 1s ſeen; not a 
plant or ſhrub does wildly ſprout 
and indicate ſpontaneous growth ; 
the ſpacious tract of alternate aſcent 
and vale, is decked with ever-greens; 
buſhes immixed with flowery 
ſhrubs ; honey ſuckles entwining the 
ſtately tree, form this ſimple garb 


of 
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of Nature, as Quakers, deſpiſing the 
ornaments of vanity, humbly ſub- 
-mit to dreſs in all the ſimple neat- 
neſs that the richeſt ſilks and fineſt 
linen can ſupply. 


— — a 2 


Turn your eye and ſee, how uni- 
form Nature pervades the ſpecies: 
here ſhe appears in a poliſhed dreſs, 
there in ruſtic barbariſm; one illuſ- 
trates the other, yet the kernel 
boaſts the ſame internal properties; 
erudition and ſocial intercourſe in 
ſeveral degrees ſtud with gems, gold, 
ſilver, iron, lead, clay: ſhould we 
not then admire it equally in every 
degree, as all its externals are pro- 
duced from the materials it reſts 
-upon, or is connected with? This 
; variety 


— — ä — 
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wariety is highly admirable, and 
beauteous in the ſcale of things. 
How are we ſtruck with the ftrength 
and majeſtic dignity of an elephant 
or oftrich! How are we pleaſed 
with the vivacity and ingenuity of 
the ſquirrel or wren, and all thoſe 
numerous ſocieties that dwell be- 
ncath the virent leaf, dreſſed in the 
richeſt robes of colours infinitely 
more beautiful than the Eaftern 
world ever 1aw? Shall we then con- 
fine our eye to the larger ſcale; and, 
whilſt we follow the elegant B—e 


over the rich carpeting of lawns 


and fields, and feaſt our eyes with 
his ely ſian views, forget the minutiæ 
of genius and nature, and not ad- 
mire the neat, airy retreats by the 

Vol. II. F public 
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public roads, where we. ſee taſte, 
prudence and precaution, natural 
and acquired virtues concentred? 
The fame winged, and on the toe | 


to fly abroad and ſpeak its maſter's ; 


virtues, his noble line of anceſtry, 
as ſoon as he has received the 
vouchers. and genealogy, whilſt the 
painted pipe-ſtaves guard the baſe, 
protect the ſnow-drops from fell 
Grimalkin's claws, and winds the 
'ſnail-creep walk, towards the half. 
glazed door. If B—e enriches 
his ſpot with fine terminations, 
ſtriking objects and the moving 
ſcenes that ghde upon the filver 
ſtream, how far greater is the va- 
riety here? Waggons, coaches and 
wheelbarrows, whiſkies, chaiſes, 

4 And 
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and phaetons, beſides thouſands of 
herds and flocks, more than fed on 
the Beotian plains, every inſtant de- 
light the eye, crown the head with 
duſty wreaths, thoſe charming ed- 
dies which filled the charioteers at 
the olympic games with boundleſs 
Joy and pleaſure. 


Nature would, indeed, have diſ- 
covered a very unkind partiallity, 
had ſhe confined her beſt powers to 
a peculiar claſs of mankind ; but 
people, whom nobody knows, have 
the animating opinion that it is not 
ſo, and are coniident that men of 
renown, who have ſubverted empires, 
explored new worlds, and introduced 
an unknown race of mortals to an 

F 2 in- 
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can only boaſt their having the 
dead on theſe occaſions. Is there a 
ſoldier who-does not diſcover defects 
in his general's conduct, and deſpiſe 
his unſkilfulneſs ? Is there a ſailor 
who does not think .he could dif- 
cover new worlds, were any ſtill 
wnknown, as well as Columbus or 
By—n, greatly as they adore him ? 
It is one of the greateſt bleſſings in 
life that mankind are ſo intrinfically 
ingenious, ſo perfectly ſatisfied with 
themſelves. It is from ſelf we re- 
ceive ſatisfaction: it is from ſelf we 
enjoy whatever pleaſes or gives de- 
light; and it is from ſelf that theſe 
eminent flights of genius and ability, 
taſte and diſtinction, perpetually 


flow: 


tntercourſe with the weſtern world, 


— 


— — 
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flow: external aids may give the 
portrait varniſn; but nature alone 
ſpontaneous luſtre, nne and ele- 


— 


This noble truth was never more 
fully verified than the other morn- 
ing; when, ſteping into a inuff-ſhop, 
to repleniſh my box, I was addreſ- 
fed in a ſingular ſtrain of politeneſs, 
ſeated on a ſtool with peculiar civili- 
ty; accompliſhments I had not the 
leaſt expectation of finding where 
education had not intervened, nor 
any of thoſe opportunities could be 
ſuppoſed to have occurred, which, 
in the gay circle, without any eſſen- 
tial quality, implant the ton air; for 
0 Nature may be kind, yet 

9 | ſhe 
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ſhe is ſo ſluggiſh in herſelf, that, 
unleſs ſhe has a contingent ſtimula- 
tion, her kindneſs may lie dormant 
to eternity. I think, Sir (ſays the 
gentleman, gently tapping the pa- 
per in which he was folding my 
ſnuff), I had the honour of fitting 
near you in the boxes at the opera 
laſt night ? Pray, how do you like 
the fair Seraphini? Has ſhe not 
amazing powers? The coldneſs of 
the weather rather checked her 
voice; but, when ſhe is uſed to our 
climate, I dare ſay ſhe will ſurprize 
the world ! Sontini has a ſweet pipe, 
a moſt enchanting manner, and (was 
not Seraphini preſent) would be 
liſtened to with admiration ; but oh 
Seraphini ! Seraphini ! the divine 

Sera- 


4 
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Seraphini ! I die with rapture ! Sir, 
I hope the ſnuff will pleaſe you: it 
is excellent : good morning : you 
are welcome.” | 


I did not immediately recollect 
this gentleman's features; but, on 
conſideration, remembered he fat by 
me, dreſſed in a ſuit of light blue 
velvet, and ſeemed diſtreſſed with 
ecſtaſy, melted by the ſinger's ſoft 
tones. Here wasnoart, no affectation; 
pure Nature dreſſed him in nice ſen- 


ſation, and Obſervation drew forth 


his feelings in harmony and taſte; a 
degree of accompliſhment, however 
diſregarded by the mathematical 
world, is not to be acquired, as [ 

3 have 


72 A TRIP TO MELASGE-» 


have intimated, W. thout genius and 
appl ication. 


The firſt ſtirring of Nature has. 
as diſagreeable an. effect upon the 
optic nerves as the ſtirring of a 


reſeryoir. has upon the ſmelling * | 
culties; but, when ſhe has thrown 


off thoſe unſeemly particles that 
offend the eye, it becomes perfectly 
ſimple, and admits. ſuch external 
impreſſions as the judicious inſtruc- 
tor lays upon it. Mr. Smallgrain 
(if I rightly interpret the Melaſgean 
appellation) a young gentleman of 


excellent natural endowments, par- 


ticular ſenſibility and modeſty, near 
ſeven feet high, and proportionably 
- bulky, who led the gay circle at 
Salton- 
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Salton-hall, was infinitely diſtreſſed 
when he made his firſt appearance, 


dreffed in a ſuit of pink fatin, trim- 


med with blond lace, bag-wig, 
ſword, &e. Not having practiſed 
company, he was as much at a loſs: 
to conduct himſelf, as a perſon 
would be to inveſtigate equity, with- 
out underſtanding the forms of 
court. The dignity of his figure 
was diſgraced by his conſciouſneſs :- 
the company oppreſſed him: he 
drooped his head, conjoined his 
knees and toes, and ſunk as deep 
in reflection as Who worked 
a fluxion by memory to amuſe 
himſelf in a tempeſt at ſea. How- 
ever amiable theſe virtues may 
be in themſelves, you never find 

them 
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them in the beſt-bred company : 
they are eaſy and degagee, lively and 


animated, an ability infinitely amia- 


ble and to be wiſhed for, of as ineſ- 
timable a value as (Plato ſomewhere 
dreams) the paſſion of love is, of 
all diſpoſitions the moſt deſirable, 


as it leaves the mind and body in 


full vigour and activity, never 
brings on that laſſitude and weari- 
neſs, thoughtfulneſs and early old age 
which philoſophers, divines, mathe- 
maticians, and all men of active 
genius, and laborious employs, are 
liable to; but, leaving the mind and 
body in an uniform placidity, never 
ſtretch thoſe fine fibres which, by 
too much friction, are often deſtroyed, 
and the bodily as well as mental 

ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem debilitated, the fatal effect of 
good old Cato's thoughtfulneſs and 
reflections, who found himſelf often 
under the neceſſity of calling in 
ſecondary aids to ſtrengthen his 
animal ſpirits to warm and enliven 
his virtues. 


Narratur ut priſci Catonis 
Sæpe mero incaluiſſe virtus ; 


a means that men of extraordinary 
endowments in modern days, owe 


many of their beſt productions to, 


1 
I 
1 
Il! 
1 
| 
11 
N 
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1 
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An: my ſagacious friend ! I 
perceive thou haſt already contracted. 
the orbit of thine eye into the ſmal- 
leſt focus to Ken with prying 
curioſity, at the particular tendency 
of my narration ; but you will par- 
don me if, urged by a. jult tribute 
to decorum, like Homer's. wander- 
ing muſe, I take my leave of this 
delicate branch of my ſubject, leſt 
I ſhould be kicked out of reading, 
as Momus was out of Heaven, for 

| ſaucily 


7 
| 
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faucily laughing at the baſeneſs and 


abſurdities of his betters ; a faculty, 


however happily capable of dif- 


covering a good ſet of teeth, and 
expoſing the petty machinery that 


ſets the puppets of this globe in 
motion, is not always incited by 
pleaſing, abſurd, or ridiculous ſen- 
ſations, of which I was particularly 
convinced in one of my evening 
walks, whilſt I reſided in Melaſge: 
I ſaw, at a diſtance, a ruſtic beating a 
boy, as if he had been an heretic, 
attending the liquefaction of * St. 
Januarius's blood. Enquiring, why 

the 


The ceremony of liquifying St. Janu- 


-arius's blood, is annually performed at Na- 
ples. When the blood does not liquify readily, 


they 
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the poor wretch was beaten ſo un- 
mercifully, I found he could not be 
prevailed upon to eat his own mut- 
ton and potatoes: that there was a f 

neceſſity 


they attribute it to the preſence of heretics, 
and with blows drive away every one they 
find in the church; this Saint is diſtinguiſhed 
for his virtues, and particular attachment to 
his noſe. When the Saracens made an incur- 
ſion into the kingdom of Naples, they went 
to Pozzoli to fetch St. Januarius's noſe, one 
pulled it, another ſtruck it; all this the Saint 
bore without the leaſt degree of complaint, 
at length one knocked it off, put it into his 
pocket and ran away, ſtill the Saint retained 
his patience and diſcovered no reſentment ; 
but finding they were determined to carry 
off his noſe, he ſtirred up a moſt violent 
ſtorm, which hindered them from going to 
ſea, until, providentially, ſome of them 
thought it was owing to the reſentment of 
the image, who would not be appeaſed as 
long 
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neceſſity for cudgeling him, as they 
do St. Antony, or the Medecin 
malgre lui, into a due exertion of 

bis powers. This, properly conducted, 
might have been ſerviceable to him; 


long as his noſe was in their poſſeſſion, upon 
which they threw it into the ſea, and, fine 
weather immediately ſucceeding, they ſet ſail. 
The artiſts endeavoured to repair the image 
with a new noſe, but no art or force could 
faſten one on. At length ſome fiſtermen took 
up the original noſe in their nets ; but, diſre- 
garding it, becauſe they did not know what it 
was, threw it again into the ſea; neverthe- 
leſs, the noſe, continuing to offer itſelf to their 
nets, in whatever place they hſhed, they 
began to conceive it muſt be ſomething ſuper- 
natural, and one more cunning than the 
others, ſuggeſted it muſt be the Saint's noſe, 
upon which they applied it to the ſtatue to try 
whether it fitted, and, immediately without | 
any cement, it united ſo exactly, as to leave | 
no appearance of a ſcar, 


but 
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but I could not comprehend how 
the diſcipline of the crab- ſtick could 
draw out ſuch perpetual peals of 
laughter, as the boy uttered at every 
blow. I expreſſed my ſurprize, 
Juſt as the philoſopher Kuſtis, I 
had before the pleaſure of liſtening 
to, came up, pauſing with profound 
gravity ; and, ſuddenly reverting as 
it were from the retired caverns of 
reflection, he glanced his eye upon 
the horizon, (to view, I ſuppoſe, the 
height of the ſun, which has evi- 
dently as much effect upon ſome 
bodies as the moon has upon others), 
and ſaid, Sir, laughing, I humbly 
conceive, with ſubmiſſion to your 
ſuperior judgment, 1s a violent agi- 
tation of the muſcular ſyſtem, oc- 

caſioned 


— 


— 
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caſioned by ſome external or internal 


impulſe. You have, doubtleſs, ob- 
| ſerved a guſt of wind move a caſk 


with liquor in it: why then, Sir, 
that impulſe acts upon the internal 
ſyſtem juſt as the wind upon the 
caſk, impelling the external lignum 
commotes ; the internal fluids ſhak- 
ing the general concatenation of 
nerves, it vibrates in riſibility as the 
fluid does in waves, and the laugh- 
ipg will be louder or ſofter, accord- 
ing as the impulſe is more or leſs 
violent.“ By this time a mob was 
aſſembled, and ſeized the fellow, 
ſuppoſing the diſcipline would be 
fatal; which interrupted any farther 


philoſophical diſquiſition. 


Vo. II. G I did 
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I did not immediately enter into 
the phenomenon of the boy's 
laughter, though ſo clearly ſhewn 
and exemplified, nor conceive the 
chain of argument, and therefore 
determined to follow the philoſopher, 
to gain ſome farther illuſtration of 
the ſubject; but heſitated for a 
moment, leſt it ſhould be thought 
unpolite to intrude upon the gentle- 
man, as he may not feel himſelf 
philoſophically inclined, or may be 
ſquaring the circle, or revolving the 
phenomena of the celeſtial ſyſtem. 
People may voluntarily inſtruct, but 
to be aſked may be thought intruſion. 
Awed by this conſideration, I 
almoſt determined to content myſelf 
with my ignorance, leſt my curioſity 

mould 
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ſhould have a perquiſite of alterca- 
tion, as the envoys to Ratiſbon, 
who generally receive half a dozen 
quarrels, as perquiſites of their em- 
ployment : however, I determined 
to throw myſelf in his way, and if 
he condeſcended to recollect me, the 
ſubject may be introduced without 
offence. I over took him, walked 
by his ſide ſome minutes in pro- 
found filence : he was ſunk into deep 
reflection, and ſeemed, by the found 
I heard rumbling within his breaſt, 
to be driving hard in the celeſtial 
car, and not conſidering that, though 
his head rolled amongſt the higher 
orbs, his feet were on the earth, he 
walked on the brink of the river, 
and another ſtep would have tumbled 
| G 2 him 
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him into the ſtream. I ſtopped him 
the interruption expelled his 
reverie, as the cheſnut does its wind, 
on the burning coals, and gave me 
an opportunity of aſſuring him 
I ſhould not have intruded upon his 
reflections if the danger he was in 
had not made it abſolutely neceſſary. 
« You are kind, Sir; but ] was in no 
danger : * I ſwim _ beſt of _ 
man in the empire.” 


« doubt not your {kill, Sir; but 
you might have caught cold; an acci- 
dent that would have given infinite 
concern to the world.“ 


* *Acoxog Panlicn, dat Of Tor ov Hei- tolls 
The bladder may be wet, but not drowned, 


“Sir, 
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« Sir, you are very obliging. 

Give me leave, Sir, to ſolicit the 
honour of your acquaintance.” 


Lou do mea great favour, Sir. I 
heard you juſt now with peculiar plea- 
ſure; but not poſſeſſing ſo clear a con- 
ception as many have, would think 
myſelf greatly obliged if you would 
again explain to me the phenome- 
non of the boy's laughing ſo hearti- 
ly under the cudgeling,” 


Ce Sir, it is not uſual with me to 
enter into philoſophical diſquiſitions, 
to ſpeak ſpeculatively, or pretend 
to ſcientific knowledge. The ſciences 
are obſtruſe ; philoſophy has a pro- 
fundity that few minds can at all 


enter into, few conceive, fewer un- 
G 3 der- 
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derſtand, and none can liſten to 
without (you'l pardon me Sir) envy 
and _ N ; c 


* Sir, I have done: it was not my 
intention to be eee I wiſh 


_ 2 ou 8 


Puking my ae had an effect 
on the gentleman's good temper. E 
ads not flatter myſelf with the ex- 
pectation of: he teplied, We are 
walking one way : if not difagree- 
able, I ſhould be happy in the 
honour of attending you. You muſt 
know; for I have confidered the 
doctrine of ideas more than any man 
in Europe, which between ourſelves 
(I would not have it go farther) has 
been hitherto flovenly handled, in- 
3 nate 
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nate ideas, ſimple ideas, complex 
ideas, a pack of jargon : with reſpect 
to the former, there never were, and 
never will be any; the ſecond cannot 
be of themſelves, becauſe they can- 
not exiſt without a medium; the 


third are merely adjuncts to their 


relatives; the whole doctrine is re- 


ducible to mere tones, conveyed by 


the ſuſceptibility of the nervous 
fabric ; the moment the eye ſees an 
object, the optic nerves are im- 
preſſed, and ideas ſpring from the 
concuſſion as ſparks from embers, 
when they are ſtirred ; and where- 
as every object is received by the 
ſenſes, and, coming through the 
fame medium, muſt have the ſame 
effect on the nerves, it is obliged 

G 4 to 
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to wait ſome indiviſible point of 
time before the mind, the brain, 
the imagination, or whatever you 
pleaſe to call it, can determine 
whether it ſhall be pleaſing, or diſ- 
pleaſing, that is, whether it ſhall 
give pleaſure, or pain. Now with 
ſubmiſhon, I think that the ruſtic 
laid on the cudgel ſo rapidly upon 
the boy, and the ſenſes were ſo buſy 
in tranſmitting external impreſſions, 
and the mind, brain, or imagina- 
tion, was ſo violently obtruded on, 
that the indiviſible punctum temporis 
being loſt in the rapidity of the tranſ- 
miſſions, it could not conſider the 
claſs they were to be arranged 
under, and ſo miſtook laughter for 
crying.“ 22 
C HAP. 
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Tur accuracy of this philoſo- 
pher's reaſoning, the juſtneſs of his 
ſentiments, and the depth of his 
penetration, filled me with ſurprize, 
and left me no room to doubt but 
he filled ſome place of eminence 
and diſtinction, where his parts 
ſhine in their full luſtre; for the 
ſituation and point of view is the 
eſſence of merit, virtue, ability and 
genius: they are in themſelves of little 
importance: it is the light they ſtand 


n 
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in, which draws out the tints, and 
unfolds their worth. What beauty is 
diſcernable in the works of Raphael, 
Angelo, Carracio, Titian, or Paolo 
Veroneſe, when placed in the dark? 
Has not Horace aſſured us that, in 
his days, 


Paulum ſepultæ diſtat inertiæ 
Celata virtus? 


They are no more than the madre del 
oro; of no eſſential worth farther 
than as they point out the vein, 
which, if it is not dug up, by 
power and affluence, may lie in 
eternal obſcurity, like a diamond 
in its natural cruſt. However, to 
this dogma, there may be ſome few 

ex- 
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exceptions. A man of ſtudy and ſpe- 
culation, who has turned, twiſted, 
and diſtorted his brain, beſide the 
twinkling lamp, and at lat brought 
forth an art, extended ſcience, ſup- 
ported virtue, or made diſcoveries. 
beneficial to ſociety, may be magni- 
ficently rewarded with ſelf- applauſe; 
have new patches put upon his- 
elbows, trim his lamp, and renew 
his ſtudies. | 


CHAP. 
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| (Jourrrovs reader, who- 
| ever thou art, whether ſatisfied with 
the cut of my garb, or inclined to 

ſuck my ſmall remains. of brain, 
give me leave to preſent thee with 
the ſweet ſatisfaction of prying, 
| conjecturing, ſifting, applying the 
| view of inveſtigation, and hopes of 
poſſeſhon, that have more pleaſure 


frequently than a full accompliſh- 
ment of the aim. Thus diſpoſed to 
obhge and entertam thy leiſure 

minutes, 
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minutes, thou wilt expect that I 
ſhall not deviate from the intent of 
moral writers, to give ſalutary ad- 
vice, rectify the paſſions, adjuſt 
manners, and improve the heart. To 
this end, be ſevere in thy chaſtiſe- 
ments of the immoral poor; throw. 
conſummate candour into all thy 
words and actions that relate to the 
great, thoſe excellent perſonages 
who humbly content. themſelves 
with the groſſer gleanings of this 
world; be dumb; obſervant; a fool, 
Wouldſt thou expoſe intelligence 
to a beauty ; be wile and rival not 
hercharms. Ladies rightly judge that 
intelligent perſons will be thinking, 
plodding, and contriving, when 
they ought to be better engaged; 

waſting 


— — — ͤ— —' 
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waſting their ſpirits for the public 
good, when private things ſhould 
be attended to. Not to degreſs too 
far on a ſubject that may be handled 
more largely in ſome ſubſequent 
volume, we will return, and en- 
deavour to find the paſſage, gut, or 
cranny, we ſlipped through, which 
though it may not be quite ſo dif- 
ficult to diſcover as a north-weſt 
paſſage, yet requires us to tack about, 
as the noble captain did when he 
found his needle frozen ſtiff in the 
binnacle. 


Ever ſince that immenſe ſwarm of 
atoms, which wie men of old have 
ſpoken of, tumbled accidently into 
the ſhape oi a world, and afforded 

habita- 


i 
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habitations for the ingenious Mr. 
Be- w's pre- exiſtent men, fiſh, fleſh, 
and fowl, the words fool, and ſenſible, 
have been circulated from friend to 
neighbour, and from neighbour te 
friend, with a liberality that would 
do honour tothe poliſhed J 
have travelled over the ſame ground 
and met ſo frequently under the 
ſame robe, that the moſt curious 
lens would ſcarcely enable us ts 
diſcern the difference and diſtinction 
between them; did not experience 
point out their quality. To be ſen- 
ſible, you muſt act with wiſdom, 
be guided by reaſon, truth, and the 
rectitude of your mind. But this 


mode of proceeding, ſays Exper- 


aence, has ſomething of diſguſting 
ſtub- 


they 
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ſtubbornneſs, and arrogance in 
it, that obtrudes upon dignity, 
and excludes the intervention of 
mankind, that pleaſing - ſociety, 
which is the reſult of mutual con- 
deſoenſion and obligingneſs.. When. 
people do not oblige, can it be ex- 
pected that the world will oblige 
them, nay, will they not conſider 
them as acting. independently. with 
an air of ſuperiority that deſerves 
their reſentment and makes them 
ſeek your ruin? Where is the wiſ- 
dom of cauſes which produce ſuch. 
effects? Does not the excellence of 
qualities appear, from trial and ex- 
perience ? and what excellence do 
thine diſcover when they bring 
miſery and want? With what ſplen- 
dor 
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dor will thy wiſdom ſhine within 
a bare-walled gloomy cell ? Is ſuch 
a place the palace of Wiſdom? That 
pure virgin ranges beneath the 
gilded dome in grandeur, and mag- 
nificence, and will not bear with 
the ſoul of a Latimer, or the honeſty 
of an Arabian, if thy ſtiffened veſt, 
like the ladies hoops at Vienna, 
threatens to bruiſe her ſhins. 


How different 1s the effect of that 
modeſt reſignation of our ſenſes to 
the guidance of others, which ſome 
have erroneouſly called Folly ; that 
lovely ſimplicity which, as the child 
of innocence, is dandled on every 
knee, that ſmiles on every diſpo- 


ſition, promotes others pleaſures, 
Vol. II H unites 
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unites with a ſuperior's aims, and 
applauds - all his humours: this 
temper gently glides along the 
ſtream of life, and, entwining with 
the affections, climbs as the ivy 
round the ſtately oak 1 Oh happy 
Timothy ! what thouſands of he- 
catombs didſt thou owe to the ſon 
of Saturn for creating thee a fool, 
enduing thee with thoſe gentle re- 
quiſites that ſet thee at the head of 
the Athenian armies, and gave thee 
bright renown ? Charming qualities 
that triumphed over the rigid rules 
zmpoſed by the“ Roman goddeſs, 


* Virtue was worſhiped as a goddeſs by 
the Romans. M. Marcellus built a temple 
to her, as a paſſage to the temple of honour 
adjoining, 


and 
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and placed Monfieur le Duc at the 
helm of a mighty empire: the in- 
telligent, the judicious, the wiſez 
called him the fillieſt fellow in na- 
ture, How muſt he ſmile at their 
wiſdom, hold their ſagacity in ad- 
miration, when he ſaw it cloathed in 
filk in the depth of winter, whilſt he 
enjoyed the warmth of ermine! 
They were wiſe: they would not 
depart from the rectitude of their 
minds, nor bend the laws of moral 
propriety. Is it at all ſurpriſing that 
they enjoyed the produce of their 
own ſublime dogmata, as Penny, 
Foreſtall, and Boys did, who, not 
diſcerning the neceſſity of littering 
their maſter's horſe up to the eyes, 
were compelled to walk barefooted, 

H 2 Car= 
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carrying a bag full of ſtraw upon 
their backs, chaunting as they went, 
with the glee of choriſters ? 


This bag full of ſtraw I bear on my back, 


Becauſe my lord's horſe his litter did lack; 
If ye be not good to my lord's dapple nag, 
You'll ſurely walk barefooted bearinga bag. 


Theſe fellows were wiſe and pru- 
dent: they thought it ſufficient to 
litter the horſe to his belly, and Va- 
lued themſelves upon propriety, 
conſiſtency and honeſty : ſilly raſ- 
cals ! look at the dumb creation, and 
ſee the variegated plumage of thoſe 
who pick every tree. See the in- 
duſtrious bee, who collects ſo much 
ſweetneſs as he does; whoſe apart- 

ments 
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ments are more elegant and in- 
genious ! Does he not fip of every 
cup, where any ſweetneſs is to be 
gathered; and if any preſume to 
touch his riches, does he not 
draw his dagger, and pierce the 
daring hand ? In what do men ſhew 
their ſuperiority to the hon, tyger, 
or bear, more than in preying upon 
their own ſpecies ? Some dreamers, 
numberleſs centuries fince, thought 
that men deduced their ſuperiority 
from underſtanding, and a certain 
mode of acting, which they thought 
amiable, and called virtuous 5 but 
that opinion could not be long en- 
tertained ; for the Pythagorean cock, 
which Lucian ſays had been ſuc- 
ceflively a man, a woman, a prince, 

H'3 a ſub- 
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a ſubject, a fiſh, an horſe, and a 
frog, found, by experience, that in- 
telligence and human ability was 

the moſt burdenſome and deplorable 
load in the world: from this deciſion 


Gryllus was allowed to be wiſer than 


Ulyſſes; for when Circe had turned 
him into a hog, he was too ſenſible 
to reſign his hoggiſhneſs, and leave 
his favourite ſtye. Does not the ſweet- 
flowing Virgil perpetually celebrate 
the piety and goodneſs of his hero, 
who deſerted the lovely Creiiſa, and 
comforted Dido for the loſs of her 
huſband Sichæus? And does not 
Homer, that prince of poets, who 
knew mankind as well as ever any 
Aſiatic did, always paint Ulyſſes as 
a moſt miſerable and unhappy 

prince 2 
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prince ? but never imputes folly to 
Achilles, Agamemnon, or Mene- 
laüs: and, therefore, when the for- 
mer dreſſed himſelf in petticoats, 


and lay concealed in the arms of 
Deidamia, at the court of King Ly- 


comedes, the ſecond facrificed Iphi- 
genia, and the third left a pretty 
fellow at home to entertain his wife, 
the beauteous Helen, whilſt he made 
an excurſion : they mult have acted 


with true wiſdom and propriety. 


H 4 CHAP: 
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CHAP. XVIL 


| FEI after this authority, 
there is but little neceſſity to enter 
farther on the ſubject : daily expe- 
rience ſhews us, that, what we call 
genius, is the moſt remote from 
value, worth, and felicity, of any 
quality a man can be poſſeſſed of; 
and the more we conſider the ſubject, 
the clearer we ſhall diſcern the wiſ- 
dom of the Mahometans, in paying 
idiots more reſpe& and attention 
thai, any other people. The Melal- 


geans 
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geans are not, indeed, arrived at ſuch 
a pitch of politeneſs; but, as we 
well know refinements have a gra- 
dual progreſs, it is not to be doubted 
they will ſoon attain to it; for thoſe 
already who have the misfortune 
to fall a little ſnort of that eminence, 
though they are not venerated as 
ſaints, are careſſed as next in affini- 
ty, loaden with honours and prefer- 
ment, wealth, and grandeur, ap- 


pointed arbiters of diſputes and 


judges of ſcience. 


Look around the various pleaſing 
ſcenes that delight the eye; trace the 
lonely foreſt, the aſpiring mountain- 
tops, and ſkim the verdant lawn ; be- 
hold the ſea, the river, the brook, the 

4 fountain, 


| 
| 
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fountain, the air; review whatever 
wears the marks of vivid beauty, 
and find, if there thou can'ſt, the 
hand of wiſdom ! Is not the dove, the 
linnet, the gold-finch, ſoon entraped 
and reſigned to his gilded priſon in- 
ſenſible of the bleſſings of nature ? 
Will not the ſtag, the goat, the kid, 
the lamb, kiſs the hand that is pre- 
pared to be imbrued in its blood? 
Do not the roving lords of the im- 
menſe deep purſue the boats, ſo- 
licitous to be taken ? and will not 
the ſportive inhabitants of rivers 
and brooks croud to the light held 
out for their deſtruction ? In ladies, 
indeed, every charm breathes wiſ- 
dom, and is the baſis of underſtand- 
ing; but in man, wiſdom 1s not 

con- 
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congenial with the rich traces of 
beauty. The active powers of the 
mind, which accumulate wiſdom, 
give the perſon too much exercife ; 
abſorbing the ſoft fluids in feeding 
their ideas, which ſhould ſwell the 
fine veſſels of the cheeks and ſpread 
a blooming colour, leave it pale and 
wan; ſo that with wiſdom you ſee 
nothing but wretchedneſs. 


Theſe ſpeculations, handed down 
from father to ſon, in this iſland, 
have made the deepeſt impreſſions 
ſo that generally, ideas of natural 
beauty, inſtead of inciting that 
warm delight and rapturous plea- 
ſure which youthful ardor feels in 
other regions, here, in thoſe who 

are 
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are devoted to the intelle&, create 
abhorrence; and you may obſerve 
that they who are unfortunately poſ- 
ſeſſed of natural beauty, uſe every 
art to conceal, diſguiſe, and pervert 
it: every one aims at that charming 
uglineſs that ſpeaks ability, inven- 
tion, and diſtinction: ſome, indeed, 
are paſſionately fond of ſhewing a 
proximity to nature, in manners 
and ſentiment, and are ſo particular- 
ly guided by it, that it influences 
their moral, ſocial, and religious 
conduct, pervades every ſcene of 
life and action, and, obviating thoſe 
innovations which moderns have 
fancied to be improvements, ex- 
clude a poſſibility of that ſhame and 
diſgrace, which other countries are 

| liable 
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liable to. If you intimate that 
eorporeal indulgencies are unbecom- 
ing the dignity of man, they imme- 
diately unfold the philoſophy of 
nature upon you, as an irreſiſtible 
battery, and inſiſt that man, com- 
pounded of ſoul and body, has a 
two-fold ſphere of action: the for- 
mer is adapted to the inſpection of 
abſtract things, the latter of ma- 
terial. That we are, in our corpo- 
real nature, mere animals, and, there- 
fore, it would be counteracting the 
deſigns of nature not to indulge it 
in the freedom of the animal world, 
and permit it as the hare or deer, to 
browſe in every paſture. Should you 
urge the neceſſity of conforming to 
ſocial laws, as neceſſary to the peace 


and 
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and happineſs of individuals, to 
ſupport order and government, the 
general union of empire, they reply, 
men are by nature free, and none 
may deprive them of what God has 
given them with exiſtence; andthere- 
fore, they are not amenable to bands 
of others forming. From theſe no- 
tions, you, probably, who have been 
uſed to draw concluſions from certain 
. contracted poſitions, may conjecture, 
that they are the moſt turbulent 
and perverſe people upon earth, yet 
none are ſo ſolicitous for the public 
weal, none are ſo loyal, there are no 
better ſubjects in the world, and, 
with reſpect to their religious and 
moral ſentiments, becauſe they have 


the ſame principle as the gentle 
3 crea- 
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creatures beyond the Apalacian 
mountains, in Caffaria and Macoko 
build on, you may think they are 
latitudinarians; or probably that 
they reject every ſpecies of obliga- 
tion and adoration, or at moſt ſacri- 
fice only on the grand altar of the 
world : however, here, my dear Sir, 
you will find rational deductions, 
like other human powers, do not 
always tend to one centre; if you 
give me leave I will attend you to an 
adjoining temple, 


CHAP. 
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C H 4A P. XVIIL 


DVANCING with a flow 
pace, I could not ſuſpend the moſt 
ſerious reflections: I became diſ- 
turbed, and felt my rational powers: 
jarring like contending elements: I 
was firmly perſuaded that erroneous 
cauſes muſt have erroneous effects ; 
but here I found that principles, 
inſtitutions, and manners, which 
promote nothing but what 1s baſe, 
barbarous, and infamous, in other 
countries, conſtitute this people the 
moſt 
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moſt elegant, the moſt virtuous, 
moſt obliging, and moſt modeſt be- 
ings in the world. This ſurprizing 
effect appeared to me inſcrutable; 
vor can I form an idea of it, unleſs 
we ſuppoſe there is an eſſential 
difference in the conſtituent parts 
of their bodies, that the blood does 
not circulate through the ventricles 
of the heart, or that an alkaline 
ſubſtance, incorporated with the 
brain, occaſioning à perpetual fer- 
mentation, ſtirs up imaginations, 
conceptions, and operations in them, 
which are never obſerved in any other 
of the human ſpecies. Theſe con- 
jectures were not ſatisfactory: the 
more I thought, the deeper I 
plunged; therefore, giving up all 


Vol. II. 1 hopes, 
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hopes of attaining the rationale at 
preſent, I determined to lay the 
caſe before the moſt acute phyſical 
and metaphyſica} ſocieties I ſhould 


have it in my power to conſult. 
Thus reſolved, in the inſtant the 


temple:opencd to our view. 


This noble edifice was ſituated on 


- 2 hill, dreſſed in perpetual verdure, 
- whoſe ſtately top ſeemed to be hid 


in the azure ſky :- the way to it was 


by an eaſy aſcent, amidſt the fineſt 


trees: loaden with the richeſt fruits 


of every. clime, which, in ſpiral 
lines, wreathed the mountain from 
its foot to the ſymmit. Aſcending, 
you view. ſuch \ ſcenes of varied 
. beauty, as were never before aſſem- 


bled. 
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bled. Nature ſeemed to have col- 
lected her choiceſt gifts, and fixed 
them here to captivate the mind ; 
and, as you advance towards them, 
they diffuſe a delightful fragrance 
that animates and refreſhes the ſpirits 
more than the gardens of Alcinoũs. 
When you arrive at the ſummit, 
the atmoſphere being free from va- 
Pour, your eye is charmed with the 
beauties of a moſt extenfive proſ- 
pect, diverſified as the work of a 
perfect maſter. Here the rich ver- 
dure, ornamented with groups of 
ſpreading trees, fed by refreſhing 
ſtreams, is illuſtrated by the barren 
waſte, that at a«diſtance ſeems to 
parch the weary traveller: there 
mu ſee the plains covered with 


I 2 flocks, 
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flocks, cropping the paſturage, and 
climbing over the pathleſs moun- 
tain, ſtudded with maſſive rocks; 
drawa forth by the reſiſtleſs hand of 
Time: here the ſeat. of extenſive 
empire ſurrounded with magnifi- 
cence and ſplendor, and there the 
bumble cottage clad in fimple neat- 
neſs ; here populous. cities raiſing: 
their gilded ſpires above the lofty 
buildings; ſtreets thronged with. 
buſy crowds proclaiming a ſpirit of 
induſtry ; ports full of ſhips, bound 
to the torrid zone, for ivory or ſo- 
vereign gold, or to interchange with. 
diſtant regions the produce of their 
climes, ſeverally conſpire with pe- 
euliar beauties to grace and orna- 
ment the matchleſs whole, Long 
wi could 
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could I have dwelt on the ſurround- 
ing choice of engaging objects of 
admiration, had not my companion 
drawn my attention to the temple, 
which I entered with as much awe 
and veneration as-if I was about to 
appear in the immediate preſence of 
the Deity: the floor was moſaic, 
liſtening with veins of gold and 
ſilver, that branched on every ſide : 
the walls were of the fineſt porphyry; 
and the pillars, which ſupported the 
ceiling, were of pellucid marble, 
as white as the driven ſnow, through 
which you ſaw the gold and filver 
veins deſcend, and communicate by 
the baſe, to the moſaic work be- 
neath : the ceiling was of azure 
ground, , with paintings, 

13 re- 
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repreſenting the moſt worthy ſcenes 


tranſacted in this mortal ſtate : in 


fome places you ſaw perſons in the 
humbleſt . dreſs, ſurrounded by 
chiefs of various regions, liſtening to 
their inſtructions ,, in others, kings, 
whoſe wiſe laws and inſtitutions, 
had been a bleſſing to their ſubjects, 
crowned with the ſublimeſt gran- 
deur and dignity, the reſult of hap- 
pineſs, and conſcious virtue: here 
you viewed, with pleaſure, groups 
of men, whoſe moral leſſons had 
ſoftened the aſperity of Nature, and 
cultivated civility and beneficence; 
there numbers who taught the milder 


arts of peace, and the gentler 
manners of domeſtic life. In all 


theſe the light and ſhade were fo 


Judi- 
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judiciouſly expreſſed, that you no 
ſooner viewed the piece than you 
read the hiſtory, and knew. the path 
that led them to applauſe and ad- 
miration. With what infinite plea- 


fare did I gaze on theſe inſtructive: 


repreſentations! my mind was 


fixed on the ſcene, and my ſoul was 


exalted by contemplation ; as if, 
faſtened to the moſaic floor, I ſtood . 


with eager eye ſurveying theſe won- 


ders, reviewing the ſplendor: of 
the dome, in which millions of 
gems, ſtudded in diverſe forms, 


beamed their glory all around, diſ- 
playing, in the higheſt magnificence, 
the boundleſs genius of an unequal- 
le d artificer. 


14 Whilſt: 
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Whilſt I was thus loſt in admira- 
tion, the hour of ſacrifice arrived, 
the triple ſound aflembled the de- 
vouter people, and the high prieſt 
entered within the ſacred walls, with 


humble reverence, conſcious of the 


divine preſence ; the exalted ſtory 
which adorned the ceiling, ſeemed 
to live in him, a native grandeur 
ancircled . his humility, and the 
ſeriouſneſs of his devotion com- 
municated a glow of zeal to all the 
' congregation, and raiſed their ſouls 
to the Sovereign Lord of all : be- 
fore him ' appeared, thoſe alone 
« whoſe diſtinguiſhed qualities and 
talents were adequate to the moſt 
honourable offices, that important 


function, which is the public voice 


of 
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&f adoration, and interceſſion to the 
throne of God; thoſe whoſe eru- 
dition and intimate knowledge of 
human nature, whoſe perſuaſive elo- 
quence, whoſe gentle manners, and 
irreproachable life, acquired the 
eſteem and veneration of men; 
theſe were the object of his reſpect 
and regard, and theſe, as their prin- 
cipal, ſeemed only to ſeek the love 
of God and good of mankind. 


I could not reſtrain the impe- 
tuoſity of my ſenſations, and ex- 
claimed, Oh happy people, thus to 
enjoy the pure ſtream of piety and 
devotion ! to have it recommended 
by all the force of eloquence, the 
ſtrength of reaſon, and irreſiſtible 

in- 
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influence of example ! How bleſt 
with more than mortal felicity, as 

the ſons and immediate favourites of 
Heaven!“ How did my heart exult 
with the warmeſt ſtrains of rapture, 
and paint the inchanting ſcenes- of 
univerſal harmony and love]! How 
did my delighted eye-trace the gentle. 
ſtreams which flowed from this pure 
fountain, in their ſoft meandering ;z 
_ enriching, with more than golden 
mines, the humble cottage, and the 
buſy world! With what pleaſure 
did I view their charming influence 
en the ſavage heart, leading on be- 
nevolence to the throne of pure 
religion! Loſt in. theſe refleCtions, . 
long would I have indulged the 
pleaſure that ſprung before me, and 
10 each 
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each moment raviſhed my mind with 
augmented: beauty; but my guide, 
impatient, rouſed me from my re- 


verie, reminded me that other ob- 


jects required our attention. I left. 


the temple with awe and venera- 


tion: my foul, warmed to p.ety and 
devotion, ſeemed to ſuffer violence 


in withdrawing from ſcenes con- 


genial to its nature, and I followed 
my conductor reluctant, regardleſs 


of ſurrounding objects, until we 


entered a venerable ſtructure on 
which revolving Time, long ſince, 


had preſſed its ſcailing hand: a 
ſacred gloom mantled the ſpacious 
nave, and ſilence reigned through 
the ſtupendous vault; the gentle 
whiſpers of intruding wind, and 


ſuc- 
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ſucceſſive clickings of the clock's 
progreſſive motion, alone obtrude 
on the aweful calm ; art and nature 
combined to fill the imagination 
with ſolemnity, and lead the mind 
to ſeriouſneſs and conſideration: I 
felt the force in humble reverence, 
raiſed my thoughts to the Deity, and, 
in private ejaculations, implored for 
mercy. In the midſt of my de- 
votion, daſhing doors rolled thunders 
through the aiſles, and re-echoed in 
the lofty dome. Starting from my 
devotions, I thought theſe ſounds 
announced the approach of ſome 
majeſtic chief, whoſe ſilvered age, 
or ſimple dignity, would command 
reverential awe, and, like the ſtruc- 
ture, ſtrike the mind with venera- 

; | tion ; 


* 
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tion; when there tripped by me z 
pretty youth, dreſſed in a flowing 
mantle of ſable filk : his fine hair 
in front, like the diſtended feathers 
of a ſwan, ſwimming before the 
wind, was rolled behind in a white 
ringlet, to repreſent,. I perſume, the 
ſacred fillet uſed at the ancient facri- 
fices : his ſmiling countenance diſ- 
covered no leſs inward complacency 
and ſatisfaction with his genius than 
conviction of his external graces, 


elegance, and beauty: he ſoon 


aſcended the chair to inſtruct and 
point the way to celeſtial re- 
gions, to raiſe the mind to fervent 
piety, and draw a beam of glory on 


the devout ſoul. What emphatic 


powers did he diſplay ! not a muſcle 


Was. 
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"was excuſed its exertion ; the hand 
which rivalled the ſnow in whiteneſs, 
'was wide expanded, the cheſt ele- 
vated, the eye rolled, and all thoſe 
refined graces unfolded, that would 
have ſhone in the beauteous train of 
Grecian dames, leading up the 
-dance on the -enamelled plains of 
Tempe! What melting eloquence 
flowed from his ſilver tongue ! 
Each enchanting ſtrain more melo- 
dious than the other, drew all 
regard, and left the mind abforbed 
in the ſofter muſic of the concluding 
tone. 


My companion perceived my ad- 
miration; and, willing to neglect 
none of the eminent qualities which 

diſ- 
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«diſtinguiſhed the Melaſgeans, aſ- 
fured me, that, though the gentle- 
man I had heard, was poſſeſſed of 
the acnmen of eloquence, grace, 
and piety, there were others, of the 

' fable habit, -who juſtly claimed at- 
tention and reſpect. Men verſed in 
art and ſcience, acquainted with 
trade and buſineſs, which enabled 
them to inſtruct the illiterate, and 
reach their genius in their own way; 
who having ſimilar ideas and ſenti- 
ments, that happy verſatility of 
temper which the good man Proteus 
of old recommended, were capable 
of adapting themſelves to their diſ- 
ciples, and following them in all 
their turns of action, until they had 
obtained an aſcendency in their 
I affee- 
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affections, conducted them to the 
deſired point. 


% Your thoughts, Sir, I replied, 
have a refinement upon wiſdom that 
I never ſhould have conceived : it 
never could have entered my imagi- 
nation that a- medium kind of crea- 
ture, between a divine and a lay- 
man, ſomething like a mule amongſt. 
animals, with this eſſential dif- 
ference, that the former propagates 
its ſpecies, and the latter does not, 
ſhould be valuable and meritorious. 
I have always thought that men of. 
verſatile principles could impreſs. 
but little goodneſs on others; that. 
thoſe who ſacrificed occaſionally to 
the virtues, were ill qualified to 

teach. 
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teach others to make their offer- 
ings,, and that thoſe who were 
unſteady in religion muſt be in- 
capable of diſplaying its beauties, 
and honouring it in their lives and 
converſations, unfolding theſe beams 
of glory which irradiate the pure 
foul, and guide others in the way 
that is direct and invariable.“ 


I do not know, Sir (rejoined my 
conductor), your oblervations ſeem 
to have a philoſophie caſt that pro- 
bably will not do in practice; this 
is certain, I humbly conceive that, 
if divines can reach peoples. affec- 
tions, it matters not how they do it: 
to bend a little to the manners of 
the times will engage approbation, 
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and eſtabliſh the reputation of a good 
ſort of a man; a character (as you 
may not be acquaintedavith it in your 
country, I will be particular in deſ- 
cribing it) the moſt careſſed, and 
moſt deſervedly admired ; for who 
can but be pleaſed with a perſon 
who does little harm, 1s decent in 
public, and poſſeſſes the appearance 
of ſenſe and virtue? no matter 
whether his words and actions have 
affinity with the heart: few, indeed, 
love him, or think ill of him, reſ- 
pect or deſpiſe him; and muſt he 
not be very good to whom every one 
is his dear fir, who devotes himſelf 
to the rich and powerful? Who 
talks little 1s always of opinion with 
the company, and ſometimes en- 

Arvens 
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livens it with a facetious ſtory ; by 
which means he diſcovers his good 
ſenſe and diſcernment ; whoſe habi- 
tual conformity to the ſentiments of 
others, enables him to aſſent with- 
out the leaſt trouble or reflection; 
ſo that he often replies, in the ſpace 
of a few minutes, © You are perfectly 
right, Sir: what you ſay is very juſt, 
to ſentiments totally oppoſite to each 
other.” If he dines with you, he 
never omits to hob or nob with your 
lady, drink every body's health, 
ſeparately. at table, taſte of every 
diſh for the pleaſure of praiſing it, 
play with little maſter and miſs, ex- 
preſs his admiration of the beauty of 
the ſmiling cherubims, how much 
they are like mama and papa, and 


K 2 gives 
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gives them comfits, which he always 
provides for ſuch occaſions; by theſe 
means he ſecures the lady's eſteem, 
makes every gentleman in company 
his dear fir, and good friend, is in 
nobody's way, is acknowledged to 
be a good ſort of a man, and de- 
ſervedly acquires univerſal applauſe 
and commendation. Gentlemen 
thus happily qualified, do not, by 
their learning, cauſe others to feel 
themſelves dolts, nor, by a diſplay 
of virtue and ſentiment, contraſt 
the dye of other characters; than 
which nothing can be more intole- 
rable and odious. Men of ſtubborn 
principles, ſwayed by conſciencc, 
and influenced by virtuous con- 
ſiderations, are ungovernable, ever 


liable 
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liable to ſuſpicion, Who was more 
ſuſpected than Seneca? Who was 
ever viewed in a more odious light 
than Plato. Thoughtfulneſs, though 
it be the reſult of ſtudy, has an 
irkſomeneſs in it that is diſpleaſing 
and to be dreaded, 


For. theſe and various. other rea- 
' ſons, the moſt polite and judicious 
never aſſume the auſtere face of con- 
ſideration: they only cultivate the 
ſmiling, complacent, obedient, and 
eject the dangerous paths of ſtudy, 
as deſtructive of comfort and peace; 
and the people, collecting ideas from 
their viſible conduct, are arrived to 
the happy ſtate of not thinking at 
all]; are ſat'sfcd that the moſt refined 

K 3 mo- 
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morality is inconſiſtent with rational 
improvement; that none can be 
truly free from immoral ſentiments 
and actions but thoſe who are 1g- 
norant and unacquainted with 
ſcience : ſo prolific has been this 
good ſort of conduct in propagating 
offſhoots from the great tree of 
truth and knowledge, that thirty 
thouſand have ſprung from it in 
this iſland, in a ſhort time, and an 
old corrupt branch, that was finking 
into rottenneſs, begins to ſpring 
anew. Clem, who had long worn a 
tattered jacket, pulled up his 
[| breeches; and ſwore he would have 
it new laced; and, certain of a nu- 
merous reſort of cuſtomers and 
lodgers, he fitted up his apartments, 
ordered 
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ordered an hundred thouſand miſſals, 
&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. to be printed; 
a grand collection of new relicks 
to be made and diſperſed to the 
comers, and iſſued orders, that, if 
any died in their way to his farm, 
they ſhould be free from the pains 
of Hell, and gave * poſitive orders 

to the angels to take their ſouls from 
their bodies, and carry them directly 
to Paradiſe, without touching at 
purgatory, or baiting by the way; 
ſo that, as he had freed them from 
the danger of pain and expence, . 
he did not in the leaſt doubt he 
ſhould have as numerous a retinue 
- as Peter the Hermit had, when he 


Orders of Pope Clement VI. 
K 4 


beneficial to a body fatigued with 
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manured the eaſtern ſands with the 
rich animal fluid of the weſtern 
world. 


Clem's conjectures, ſuppoſitions, 


deductions, and preparations, wiſely 


founded on the propenſity of the 
times, and the evident neceſſity the 
age was under of ſcouring, ſtrength- 
ened them by appointing a bull- 
baiting; a moſt humane exerciſe to 
circulate the juices, open: the pores, 
and throw off the morbid matter, 
that would otherwiſe burſt out in 


tumors and blains. The general ity 


highly approved of the preſcription, 
as the indulgence conſequent/ on vio- 
lent exerciſe, is no leſs pleaſing and 


X- 


A TRIP TO MELASGE., 137 


exertion than exerciſe iiſelf is ſtrength- 
ening, healthful, and animating; 
but, unfortunately for the cauſe, 
many, having lately fallen into a phi- 
loſophic diſpoſition, on examining 
Peteriſm, found, that it ſhould not 
be entered upon immediately, with 
haſte and extravagance, but be re- 
ſerved for a bon bouche; that, if any 
diſguſting effluvia ſhould ariſe from 
their .experiments, they may there 
rince their mouths, and take their 
evening doſe with guſto.; thus ſe- 
curing the viaticum, they ſit down to 
bottle air, analize.its peditalian pro- 
perties, and examine the profundities 
of nature, under the direction of a 
leader of the deepeſt capacity, and 
f moſt ready genius. 


| I Who'll. 
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Who'll write for four preſſes, give the 
child pap 
That fits on his knee, and plays with his 
| cap; 
Juſt as eaſy as Sukey the pudding can tie, 
Or ſing to poor Tommy the ſoft lullaby. 
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HIS philoſopher, you muſt 


know Sir, was, a few years fince, a 
Bramin, the moſt remarkable in all 
the Eaſt for analization of air, fire, 
and divinity, and one of the moſt 
remarkable travellers the earth ever 
produced: the earth I ſay ; for the 
firſt of his family was an Ornus of . 
mount Oeta, torn from the ground 
by Hercules, from whence a ſeed 
was carried by a black eagle, and 
dropped under the line, an hundred 

de- 
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degrees eaſt of Melaſge, and would 
have periſhed for want of nutriment, 
had not Prometheus, a relation of 
the Ornus family in Oeta, 'warmed 
its generative powers, and, in nine 
months, ſo dire&ed the courſe of 
vegetation, that it produced a man 
1 from whom the Bramins are deſ- 
cended; who, by long obſervation 
.and experience, having found, that 
-every natural diſcharge has a tenden- 
cy to vividneſs; and, not knowing 
but ſome animals, produced by their 
bodies, may be near in the ſhape of 
flies, &c. ſweep the ground as they 
walk, leſt they ſhould trample on a 
[ relation, murder an infant offspring, 
| and, in daſhing their bodies to pieces, 
annihilate their ſouls. Theſe ideas 

incited 
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mcited. all their humanity, and per- 
mitted not our philoſopher to move 
from the ſeat where he found himſelf 
depoſited, and, in all probability, he 
never would have ventured to move 
and hazard the deſtruction of mil- 
lions that ſwarm within each par- 
ticle of matter, had he not obſerved 
the prolific ſtate of his own body, 
which, being expoſed to the perpen- 
dicular rays of the ſun, perpetually 
ſtilled a vaſt quantity of fluid into. 
the reſceptacles of the ſtone he ſat 
on, which imbibing generative heat, 
became animalcula, and in immenſe 
numbers flew round him, and filled 
the air. Finding ſo many of his fa- 
mily, rifing in the atmoſphere, wafted 
with velocity towards the clouds, he 

con- 
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.conceived that, what is produced 
from the ſame body muft be homo- 
geneous, however diverſified in ſhape 
.and figure, and, therefore, nothing 
hindered one from poſſeſſing the full 
enjoyment and powers of the other 
but the diſpoſition of the parts; 
wherefore if he could, by any means, 
make the powers of the winged pro- 
duce of his body ſubſervient to him- 
ſelf, he may fly through the air, 
travel through any country, place 
.or region. Full of this idea, he care- 
fully preſerved the drops which 
trickled from him, by turning their 
courſe to a central channel, and, ſuſ- 
Pending a bottle by a ſtring to re- 
ceive them, theſe drops ſoon became 
animalcula, and of the claſs of 

3 winged 
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-winged inſects. He faſtened the fineſt 
filaments of camel's hair to their 
legs, and conjoined them to a gene- 
ral cord, in order to know how many 
could ſuſpend his body: he made 
various trials, fitting on a ſtick, as 
they do when they collect birds and 
eggs in the Hebrides ; and at length, 
finding what number could convey 
him, with eaſe, and that he could 
guide and direct them with facility, 
by ſtrings of communication, he de- 
termined to be convinced what was 
the height of the atmoſphere, above 
the terreſtrial globe; and, faſtening 
himſelf on his ſtick, proceeded on 
his journey; at firſt rather ſlowly; 
the denſity of the atmoſphere, near 
the earth, impeding the flics* paſiags; 
; but, 


144 A TRIP TO MELASGE, 


but, becoming more rare, they ruſhed, 
forward with. amazing, velocity, and 
ſoon floated on the ſurface of that 
imperceptible fluid. Having thus 
executed his aim, he diſmiſſed ſome 
of his flies, in order to deſcend, as 
he aſcended, perpendicularly, and. 
be depoſited at his former habita- 
tion; but, in his approximation to 
the earth, he felt himſelf influenced 
by the magnetic power of the pole, 
and borne away north weſt, with a 
rapidity that aſtoniſhed and made 
him tremble, leſt he ſhould be 
daſhed againſt the icy mountains. 
within the polar circle, or be ſtuck 
in the pole's eye, as the nails were in 
the rock of Adamant, In this di- 
lemma, he diſcharged ſeveral more 


I of 
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of his flies, in order to increaſe his 
gravitation, and deſcend to lower 
latitudes, This anſwered his moſt 
ſanguine wiſhes ; and, in about fix 
hours from the commencement of 
his journey, he happily rejoined the 
earth. Thus freed from the attrac- 
tive power, he looked around, con- 
jecturing where he was: he felt the 
morning breeze pinch his naked 
body, and ſaw a country diſſimilar 
to his own. Now a dread leſt wild 
beaſt, or more ſavage man, ſhould 


.devour him, ſucceeded : he reſolved 


to feek his natale ſolum, adjuited 
his ſeat, . ſtimulated his flies, and 
looſened the reins, How great was 
his ſurprize! His vehicle did not ſtir! 


His winged equipage, chilled by the 


Vol. II. 8 noctur- 
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nocturnal air, was incapable of mo- 
tion, and, had they retained their 
vigor, were not ſufficiently nume- 
rous to carry him] Diſtracted, he 
wandered about, and, entering a vil- 
lage, was met by ſome men going 
to their daily labour, who, ſhocked 
at his appearance, would have fled ; 
but thinking he might have been 
robbed and firipped, humanity 
ſtopped and induced them to afford 
him aid : they approached him with 
fear: he met them trembling : their 
agitations impreſſed on him ap- 
prehenſions for his ſafety: his tre- 
mor and pallid dread created in 
them ideas of his being mad; a 
wretch eſcaped from forlorn cells; 
the graves of human pride, Addreſ- 
3 ſed, 
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ſed, he made no anſwer. At length 
he dropped on his knee, ſupplicating 
protection: this action ſatisfied the 2 
others he poſſeſſed ideas; and that, 
however different he may be from 
the generality of the human race and 
deficient in point of intellect, he 
| certainly was of the human ſpecies: 
they raiſed him up, and conducted 
him to the chief man in the neigh- 
bourhood, who clothed him, and, 
being converſant in the Malayan 
language, became acquainted with 


his hiſtory. 
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C HAP XXII. 


Har Pin the protection of 
the perſonage to whom he was con- 
ducted, the philoſopher ſoon ac- 
quired the Melaſgean tongue; was 
introduced into company, and, being 
at an entertainment were I was en- 
gaged, I had an opportunity of ſee- 
ing and converſing with him, re- 
marking his manners and ſentiments. 
As ſoon as he entered the room, 
where part of the company was al- 
ſembled, he paid great deſerence to 
the 


N 
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the lord and lady of the manſion, 
taking no notice of others, many of 
whom were of high rank, and ve- 
nerable age, until the ſon of one of 
the perſons preſent entering, he ad- 
dreſſed him with the moſt humble 
reverence. Obſerving our ſurprize 
at his conduct, he ſaid it was per- 
fectly conſiſtent with right reaſon 
to pay particular deference to youth. 
The only reaſon he could conceive 
why we did not. diſcern the proprie- 
ty of it was, our never having 
brought the ſubject to the teſt of 
examination. © I would beg leave to 
aſk you, whether thoſe who govern, 
and are moit proper to bear rule, 
are not peculiarly entitled to reſpect? 
And is not the youthful ſcaſon when 

L 9 the. 
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the ſpirits are full of vigor, activity, 
and imagination, more adapted to 
govern and direct than one who 1s 
borne down by decrepid age? whoſe 
ability is frozen by the chilling hand 
of ſeventy winters; who boaſts no 
other ſuperiority than what they 
term Experience, and the effects of 


. prudence, whicharc,inreality, merely 


the events of fortune and contingen- 
cy, inſcrutable to human diſcera- 
ment and preception : for what you 
ridiculoufly term Prudence in old 
men, on inſpection will be found 
cowardice, and fear of acting in 
danger, and when they do not enter 
upon thoſe hazardous undertak nge, 
in which even youth may ſometimes 
Fail, it is not from their foreſight 

and 
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and diſcernment, but a want of that 
vital heat, that animating fire, which 
rouzes the nobleſt flame of magna- 
nimity, and leads on the brave, with 
. generous ardor, predicting ſucceſs. 
As for the power of execution, 1 
ſhould wound your judgment, to 
ſuppoſe you did not allow that they 
alone were poſſeſſed of it; that they 
alone are fit for action. Do you not 
reſpect their valour, 'and hold their 
courage in honour ? and why? Is 
it not becauſe their proweſs can de- 
fend you againft your enemies ? Can 
you pay the ſame deference to the 
withered arm of ſeventy? Every 
gift of nature has a peculiar period 
of glory, which paſted, it is no 
longer an object of admiration, If + 

L 4 you 
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you love a lady, is it not becauſe 
you are captivated by her youthful 
charms ? Will her wrizzled viſage 
and ghoſtly paleneſs have the ſame 
effect in ſilvered age? Would it not 
be madneſs to ſuppoſe it ? Can the 
man, whoſe wit, whoſe humour, and 
vivacity charmed you, till give de- 
light when his head trembles with 
palſy, when the organs of genius and 
imagination are decayed, and he is 
ſcarcely poſſeſſed of reaſon ? Have 
not all the heroes of antiquity eſta- 
bliſhed their glory when they were 
young men ? Have not all the re- 
now ned of modern days, extended 
the grandeur of their country, and 
immortalized their names whilſt the 
warmth of vital blood fired their 

minds 
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minds to noble deeds, and led them 
in the path of glory, impaſſable to, 
limping age ? 


There is a deference due to old. 
age; but juſt, as much as habit 
teaches you to pay to the venerable. 
manſion. where you was born, and 
the obſolete furniture therein con- 
tained; for what do you owe to your. 
terreſtrial builder, but your body ? 
Your ſoul is from above;. and, when 
you die, may, if the divine will 
orders it, reunite ſome other body; 
and chance might have made your 
father your ſon, as it has been 
pleaſed to make you his: indeed. 
you know not the injury he might 
have done you : for how are you 

certain 
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Certain it was not the intention of 
of that ſpirit which deſcended from 
above, to have generated a mighty 
prince, in the womb of the empreſs 
of China, that perchance meeting 
your embrio, in the way, was 
detained by 1t ? or, who can declare 
that you might not have been the 
offspring of ſome lawgiver, or great 
general, and have inherited his fame 
and opulence ? What then are you 
indebted to your father for, more 
than the ſlave 1s for the food, which 
his maſter feeds him with, to enjoy 
his bodily labour ? And farther, are | 
you obliged by an act that never had 
the concurrence of your will ? Did 
your father pay the leaſt regard to 


yu or think you worthy of ſo much 
notice 
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notice as to conſult you 'of whom, 
or in what ſtation, you would be 
born ? Was you, whom only the 
buſineſs particularly concerned, in 
the leaſt attended to? Was you not 
forced into being, a mode of pro- 
cedure always difagreeable; for Na- 
ture abhors violence, and perhaps, 
had you been conſulted, you would 
have poſtponed your being here in 
expectation of better days; yet, in- 
ſtead of obtaining permiſſion, or the 
leaſt indulgence of your wiſhes, 
though you hallowed and bawled, 
ſtruggled and ſquealed, you was 
drawn into the world, and compelled 
to give your aſſiſtance, and ſupport 
the tecble efforts of ace. 


Al- 
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Although I here ſtand forth in ſup- 
port of free agency, I do not inti- 
mate that lite is not valuable; yet we 
muſt acknowledge, it is more ſo at 
ſome times, and in ſome manners, 
than in others; however people, diſ- 
guſted with the obſtructions and jar- 
ring paſſions of mankind, may affect 
to deſpiſe life, and ſay they wiſh 


they had never known being: how 


deficient in ſound philoſophy is this: 
ſentiment ! for did ever any one de- 
ny that, being, however ſhort, is 
preferable to non- exiſtence? How 
criminal then muſt he be who could 
have given being, but obſtinately 
would not? He certainly has acted 
a baſer part than if he had murdered 
the being; becauſe to have it in his 

power 
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power to murder a perſon, ſuppoſes 
it to have being; therefore, your 
father acted his part to avoid an 
enormous crime; for however horrid 
to humanity and unpardonable par- 
ricide is, yet, to lock up within his 
loins thoſe numbers who might have 
ſerved their country, and done ho- 
nour to their general nature, muſt 
be vaſtly more wicked, as it deprives 
them of the bleſſings of taſting of 
exiltence, and confines them to the 
caverns of impenetrable darkneſs.” 


CHAP. 
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HIS philoſophy appeared to 
me little better than the dictates of 


a diſtempered brain; but, as it is not 
uſual with me to determine without 
candidly conſidering the ſubject, I 
ſtudiouſly applied to my reaſon, ſuſ- 
pected that habit and prejudice 
might have prevailed on me to en- 
tertain contrary opinions ; yet, after 
all my conceſſions to the ſtranger's 
dogmata, I never could collect the 
leaſt grounds to believe that. there 

were 
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were millions of ingenerated beings 
expecting exiſtence, or that others, 
which had worn out their earthly 
dreſs, were laid by in a dark chamber, 
as obſolete cloaths, to rot, or be re- 
newed again, as it may happen. 


The gentleman obſerving my diſ- 
ſatisfaction, exclaimed, I am ſorry 
to obſerve you do not approve of this 
philoſophy. How can you reconcile 
it to your acknowledgment that every 
age is wiſer than the former ? Cer- 
tainly no principles were ever more 
agreeable to reaſon and nature: they 
admit of a boundleſs field of action ; 
give us leave to breathe the free air 
of wiſdom, and permit no bug-bear 


tenets to obſtruct the dictates of luxu- 
riant 
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Tiant fancy; the rich demands of 
appetite and deſire. 


Roſa 


Canos odorati capillos 

Dumlicet, Aſſyriaque nardo 
Potamus uncti? Diſſipat Evius 
Curas edaces. 


Let each elaſtic nerve ſupply the 
intellect with redundant charms, and 
paint every object in the brighteſt 
colours; let ſofteſt muſic raviſh the 
heart; let the gentle touch of rich 
viands, and moſt delicious odours, 
convey to the brain adulatory ſenſa- 
tions; theſe ſhall form our ideas, 
whilſt Bacchus, Silenus, fauns, and 
ſatyrs, the ſublime principles of 
our faithful vibrations, ſhall around 


us 
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us lead the feſtive dance. Oh! 
charming Philoſophy ! Should the 
hand of Miſery fill me with horror, 
ſhould pinching want load my mind 
with gloom, nobly thou biddeſt me 
ſpurn this being; reſcind the line of 
care. How ſublime! How great art 
thou? Now lordly man foars above 
the .contingent reach of fate, and 
{ſmiles contempt on all below: no 
tie reſtrains his towering ſpirit ;' no 
fetters which clog illiberal minds, 
impede his will: the world is his, | 
and he will uſe it at his pleaſure. 


It is ſometimes, indeed, neceſſary, 
in order to oblige mankind, ap- 
parently to approve of their ſenti- | 
ment and opinions, give way to their | 

Vor. II, M hu- | 


* 
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humours and notions, otherwiſe they 
would be ill- natured and ſulky, bad 
company, and bad neighbours; and, 
if your ſentiments diſguſt; to be ready 
at a ſubtertuge to get on more agree 
able ground. 


Stultitiam ſimulare loco, ſapientia ſumma 
a 


To feign the fool, when fit occaſions riſe, 
Argues the being more completely wiſe : 


And in general has the happy effect, 
which the friend of Mecænas cele- 
brates in his epiſtles, 


Me pinguem et nitidum— 
—Epicuri de grege porcum. 
An rolls of fat, and ſkin as gloſſy lie 
A Cer an hog in Epicurus ſly, 
Not 
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Not to omit the repreſentation of 
peculiar utilities, I here intimate 
that this amiable talent is particular 
ly uſeful to men in the dependent 
walks of life: in higher ſtutions, 
they have the rein in the hand, and 
need not quarter to pleaſe any one; 
but may, like Boniface IX, de- 
clare every oppoſer of- their will 
mere withered darnel, and compel 
them to ſay five ave marias at the 
toleing of the Curfeu, or ſerve 
them as John Huſs, and Jerome of 
Prague were, who were found guilty 
of the hereſy of thinking the coun- 
cil would keep their word, . unleſs. 
they ſubmit as good people ſhould 
and obey : then they may merit par- 
don, though they were as thickly 

EE M 2 clad 
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-clad “ as Pope John XXIII, eſpe- 
cially if they have the happy en- 
dowment that glides between break- 
tooth veracity and criminal lie, that 
elegant accompliſhment of polite 
company, juſtly admired, and in 
vogue ever ſince Apollo chalked out 
the way for his ſon, whoſe volatile 
Gallic temper broiled the Artic 
whales, and, melting the words and 
ſounds, which had been congealed 
in the frigid zone, for a thouſand 
ſucceſſive generations, ſtirred up 
ſuch à clatter, that the whole hemi- 


Pope John XXIII, in the council of 
Conſtance, in the year 1414, was judged to 
have poiſoned his predeceſſor Alexander; to 
be an heretic, a fimoniac, a liar, an hypo- 
cite, a murderer, an inchanter, a dice play- 
er, an adulterer, and a ſodomite. - 13. 

ſphere 
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ſphere was full of crying, howling,. 
knocking, thumping, ſinging, whiſt- 
ling, grunting, growling, ſighing, 
and whiſpering, which ſo terrified: 
the horſes, that they plunged: and: 
flounced, broke their traces, and, 
overturning the chariot juſt. over 
the head of Atlas, burnt his eyes,. 
blackened the Africans, and cop- 
perized: the Indians, who were for- 
tunately,, ſomewhat. protected from 
the blaze by the. periphery of the 
upper wheel. 


M 3 cu AP.. 
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{CH A P. XXIV. 


5 1 IRR many, whom ready wit, 


and intenſe application to ſtudy have 
not robbed of memory, will draw 
me back to my reſpectful ſentiments 
of juvenile wiſdom, and remind me 
that, if the youpg hair- brain had 
been guided by the judgment and ex- 
perience of his father, the Indians 
would never have painted the devil 
white, or eſtabliſhed a natural bar- 
-rier againſt an European's ever hay- 
ing pretenfions to beauty, But 1 

muſt 
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muſt enter my caveat againſt ſuch a 
determination, and beg my ingenuous 
critic to exerciſe a little of his a- 
bundant candour, and not judge from 
events. The beſt-concerted attempts 
have been rendered abortive by 
trivial incidents. Who could have 
thought that the learned doctor who 
proved to the ſatisfaction of his au- 
dience the reality of a perpetual 
motion, ſhould be ſtopped in his de- 
monſtration, by a ſet of ſtupid, lazy 
wretches, who could not be prevailed 
on to execute the plan of his ma- 
chine? Had not experiments been 
made, innovatious ſtarted, and en- 
terprizes undertaken, in what a bar- 
barous ſituation would the world 
have been at this hour? Where 
M +4 would 
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would have been your ſilks and dia- 
monds, your wines and. montifiaſco, 
your chymicals and galenicals, your 
polemical ſorbonniſts, &c. &c. &c.?” 
Would you be content to drink fair 
water, ſcour your inteſtines with crab- 
apples, and, blackberries, give up- 
the freedom of diſputation, and be 
clothed. as prince Voltager: was, in. 
the veſt of a naked. pict > Let us 
not then ſuppreſs the generous. ardor 
of enterprize, by decrying the young 
man's attempt. Could he have ſup- 
poſed there were ſuch millions of 
words, ſounds, and clatterings, fro- 
zen in theſe regions, or imagined. 
that his horſes, who were uſed to 
have the thunders roll beneath their 
feet, would have ſtarted at an inco- 
| L | herent 
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Kerent clamor,, though they had. 
never frequented. the ſynagogue ?- 


Happy for the inhabitants of theſe 
temperate latitudes, the conflagra- 
tion had not. only no- diſagreeable: 
effect on the ſkin, but communicates- 
through the pores-ſuch a portion of 
elementary heat, as attracted the 
genius nearer the external parallel, 
thereby unfolded her brighter tints 
of virtue and politeneſs, and im- 
preſſed it with that dignity, grace, 
condeſcenſion and affability which 
is the life of conſequence, and charm. 
of ſocial. intercourſe.” 


Here I ventured to draw thecheck- 
ſtring to afford my intelligent con- 
ductor 
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ductor an opportunity of reſpiration, 
and expreſs how happy I thought he 
. muſt be in the ſociety of ſo elegant, 
ſinoere, and-accompliſhed a. people; 
. ſecretly hoping for the pleaſure of 
ſhewing my underſtanding and ele- 
verneſs, in remarks on the ſeveral 
beauties, and matters of moment he 
had communicated to me: but my 
vanity was diſappointed; for no ſooner 
had I finiſhed my firſt ſentence, and 
was adjuſting the muſcles of my 
fac to a ſtyle adequate to the folem- 
nity, importance, and ſublimity of 
my intended diſquiſition, than he 
caught the moment, and 


Replied, © I have, Sir, an obdu- 
.ratenels in my conſtitution that does 
not 
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not coincide with theſe refinements : 
there is not a method that has not 
been · tried to bring. it into fuſion, to 
ſoften, or bend it: it has been ham- 
mered, put into the furnace, been 
oiled, unguented, lackered, and 
greaſed, to make it ſupple, yet it 
. Cheated them as completely as the 
devil was wherhe taught St. Bernard 

the ſeven verſes in the Pſalms. Na- 
ture has her pecularities, ſenſations, 
and feelings; men their fingulari- 
- ties , and time its variableneſs. The 
Melaſgeans once thought religion 
and morality neceſſary to form the 
gentleman, ſupport ſociety; and the 
wiſeſt man of his time, I trow, was 
of opinion, that Nature ſhould have 
- appropriated itching to a rank above 
ſub- 
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ſubjection; but the former opinion 
is obſolete, and nature is ſo exceed- 
ingly ſtubborn with reſpect to the 
latter, that ſhe has never liſtened to 
a remonſtrance upon the ſubject, ſo 
that itching is now as common as: 
veracity was when * Theſeus chanted. 
the willalou over his father Egeus; 
and ſcarcely is chere a bit of blue, 
red, or green ribbon hung out, but 
numbers are itching for it; or a ſtall 
and cottage to be diſpoſed of, but 
a buſtle enſues to poſſeſs it, merely 
for ſake of its pleaſing ſituation 
and proſpect, the fimple neatneſs of 


It is here conjectured that the cry of 
i ov. 40v, uſed in the fealt of Oſcophoria, 
might have been the origin of the cry uſed: 
by the Papiſts in Ireland over their dead. 


the 
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the manſion and wholeſomeneſs of 
the air; and, indeed, there is ſuch 
a natural affinity between hearing, 
ſeeing, and itching, that nothing is 
heard of or ſeen, by which people 
may be enabled to ſerve themſelves, 
or the community in a more diſ- 
tinguiſhed manner, than they begin 
to itch and ſcratch as if the whole 
ſkin was covered with pimples and 
blotches; and, indeed, you will 
Tearcely ſee a lady with a ſans pran- 
dre, that does not give ther chair 
two or three ſcrubs upon the occa- 
ſion; an argument e poſteriori that 
arching is centric in the female 
circle. 


Nay 
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Nay, fo univerſally does it prevail, 
that there is not a Neapolitan galley- 
ſlave, though he breathes the ſofteſt 
gales impregnated with the ſweeteſt 
odours, hears the muficians en- 
chanting tunes, who does not itch 
for a country walk, and long for a 
little diverſified exerciſe; for that 
which rouſes theſe gentlemen from 
ſleep is too partial to be perfectly 
ſalubrious, the back, the ſides, the 
arms may be duly exerciſed whilſt 
the bowels, knees, and ancles, are 
debilitated for want of uſe, and they 
are ſubject to gravel, ſtone, ſwelled 
legs, tumors and that irk ſomeneſs 
ſo viſible amongſt great people, a 
fatigue of being long in one place; 


ſo that it is not be wondered that 
theſe 
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theſe good maſters, however muſical- 
ly inclined, ſhould itch for new 
ſcenes, new intercourſe, and ne-w 
company. The. mind is averſe to a 
rotine of the ſame ideas and amuſe- 
ments; for though they may be as 
pretty wits, ingenious artiſts, and as 
facetious a ſet of gentlemen as ever 
avoided the company of the holy 
brotherhood, yet humour and ſkill 
is not well exhibited in every place, 
and upon all occaſions, and can no 
more ſhow its natural elaſticity. at 
particular times, than did, when 
he forgot to go to bed to his lady on 
their wedding night.” 


CHAP. 


17 A TRIP ro MELASGE, 
CHAP. XXV. 


How deep within the myſtic 
veil of philoſaphic powers my 
friend would have entered I cannot 
fay, had not his attention been with- 
drawn by a croud of people aſſem- 
bled at a ſmall diſtance from us, 
liftening to the harangue of a perſon 
un a mourning dreſs : his long black 
hair hung negligently upon his 
ſhoulders, and his hollow boſom 
reſounded the blows he gave it, as 
in an agony of deſpair, whilſt tears 

in 
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in torrents ſuffuſed his meager coun- 
tenance. This orator, my conduc- 
tor informed me, is one of thoſe off- 
ſhoots of holy men, who, relinquiſh- 
ing the genteel company that inhabit 
the area of the temple, travel amidſt 
the rocks and Juxuriant weeds 
which ſpring at the foot of the 
mountain, to trim and praff them 
upon their own ſtocks : they profeſs 
to lop off exuberance, and, privately, 
with all the wiſdom of provident 
gardeners, nouriſh the infant growth, 
leſt the vineyard ſhould fink into de- 
cay. Scarcely had he given me this 
intelligence, when up mounted 
another on a ſtage, dreſſed in a ſu- 
perb manner, attended bv a ſervant 


in a variegated livery, and ſoon, by 
Vor. IL N : his 
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his rhetoric, gained the congregation, 
incited the ruſtic grin, and loud ap- 
plauſe of laughter. The former, high- 
ly offended at the preference given 
to his competitor, raved and bel- 
lowed like a Venetian advocate, diſ- 
treſſed that his vociferation, action, 


and crying, were ſo little attended 


to: with conſummate ſkill he 
changed his manner of attack, ex- 
claiming, ** Come here, my worthy 
friends : here, gentlemen, is the bal- 
ſamic packet ; here 1s the genuine 
healing ſalve; here your teeth may 
be drawn without your feeling it.” 
This ſpecies of eloquence had its 
defired effect: he again attracted the 
notice of the wanderers, ſurprized 
at their former want of diſcernment ; 


3 and 
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and now, with uplifted eyes, length- 
ened vilages, and open mouths, 
they gaze and ſwallow every word 
he utters in ſolemn ſilence. Preſent- 
ly the inward eye began to open, 
and view the horrid treaſure they 
had accumulated for many a year, 
and thruſt forth the rending figh : 
now a groan follows cloſe upon the 
ſigh, and fighs crowding on the 
groans, overcame 'the preacher's 
voice, and drown loud thumpings of 
his hollow breaſt : at length a calm 
enſued : their ſins were evaporated 
they felt themſelves quite pure; ſee- 
ing an influence over them, as Si- 
drophel by chance eſpied; and 
each being willing to lay hold on it, 
the whole congregation began to 

N 2 Caper 
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caper and ſpring, bound and jump, 
like Morris, or Mooriſh dancers, 
endeavouring to ſeize it, and be drag- 
ged up at once; but none of them 
ſucceeding, each condemned his 
neighbour for crowding on him, 
hindering his agility, and being the 
occaſion of his not flying through 
the air, as 


A comet, and without a beard, 

Or ſtar that ne'er before appear'd ; 
Then they as ſigns would drawn have been, 
To th' houſes where the planets.inn. 


Thus diſappointed, they began to 
grumble and abuſe, growl and kick 
ſhins, curſe and wiſh each other to 
the devil, as heartily as the council 

4 | of 
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of Milan did each other when Peter 
put on his bonnet, ſwore he would 
have the elbow chair, and turned 
Athanaſius out of his houſe. And 
great reaſon had they to ſpar and 
kick at loſing the only opportunity 
of promotion they poſſibly ever may 
have. Had either of them flown into 
theſe excellent houſes of entertain- 
ment, he might have been appointed 
carter to Charles's Wain, or, being a 
luminary, he might at leaſt have been 
{tuck up 1n the ſtable, to light the 
hoſtler whilſt he dreſſed the team; 
or, ſhould he even have had the miſ- 
fortune to loſe his hold in his paſſage 
above the earth's ſhadow, he might 
have been ſuſpended like Mahomet's 
tomb, between Heaven and earth, and, 

N 3 hav- 
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having the glow and conſiſtence of 
a Cinder, have anſwered the uſe of 
phoſphorus, and directed his bre- 
thren, ſhould any of them go that 
way in a dark night. Nothing, 
therefore, could be mo-e deplorable 
and unfortunate than this miſchance, 
and deprivation of advancement : 
fome are of opinion that it was oc- 
caſioned by a defect in one or more 
of the ſenſes, or, probably, by their 
taking too powerful a doſe of balſam 
animarific, which rendered the optic 
nerves incapable of drawing the rays 
of light to a focus, &c. &c. but, in 
ſhort, the generality of people, after 
thoroughly conſidering, dividing, 
and ſubdividing the ſubject, and 
finding no ſolid particle to lay hold 


on, 
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on, have candidly confeſſed they 
cannot diſcover on what principle of 
philoſophy to found it. Not diſ- 
couraged by theſe difficulties, I de- 
termined to lay it before the learned 
of every denomination, whoſe deep 
inſpections into the arcana of nature 
promiſed the faireſt to oblige mewith 
a ſolution. After applying to many 
whoſe engagements deprived them 
of an opportunity of ſerving me, 
I ſtated the caſe to that renowned 
ſon of Hippocrates, ſo juſtly admired 
for his pathology, who immediately, 
with a clearneſs, judgment, and pre- 
ciſion which characteriſes the man, 
anſwered, ** How 1s all this? Can't 
be underſtood ! eh! not underſtood ! 
ſy ſtematical common ſenſe ! Was. 

N 4 ever 
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ever any thing. heard to equal it ?, 
imprefled, perceived, conceived, 
analized mentally, and then digeſted, 
bearing to it the ſmalleſt gradation. 
of analogical ſemblance. 


* Now, had it been an energeti- 
cal ſyſtem of ſyſtematically geome- 
tric ſpherics, and faculty-racking 
doctrine of proportions; an offuſ- 
cated treatiſe of labyrinthical, cre- 
buſical, chaoſetical, hieroglyphicks ; 
an elaborate, dark, intricate, con- 
fuſed, bewildered, dumbfounding 
and confounding involution of theo- 
logical diſcuſſions, diſſertations, ven- 
tilations, conſiderations, and incul- 
cations; or even, Sir, any ſkull- 
cracking, brain-breaking, puzzling, 

per- 
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perplexing, embarraſſing, entang- 
ling, ſtupitying, torpetying, benumb- 
efying folio, of ſublime, celeſtial, 
exalted, extatic, enthuſiaſtic meta- 
phyſics, there might have been a 
non ſo che in favour of it; but, 
oh dear! it makes me laugh ! that 
the learned, even the very learned ! 
ſhould enter into ſuch a conſpicuous 
betrayment of mental imbecility, 
as to dultiſhly confeſs, that no 
degree of mental perfection fa- 
culty enlightenment : nor, Sir, rea- 
ſonable maturity could be perceived 
in ſo. ſimple a caſe, wherein nothing 
formidable occurs, fave fimple ſyſ- 
tems, nervous ſyſtems, debilities, 
enervations, powers, energies, and 
the like: but, to make amends, I 

hope, 


-— _— 
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hope, Sir, to give you full ſatis- 
faction : read this pamphlet ; * The 


deſcription of Nevis 


W Why, learned Sir, what can the 
deſcription of Nevis have to do with 
the philoſophic reaſons that reſtrain- 
ed thoſe men from bounding above 
the earth's ſhadow, and taking up 
their quarters in the Zodiac 7? 


« Why, Sir, read my Nevis; 
read my Nevis: here it is. 


« Nevis is a ſmall iſland, of an 
irregular figure, approaching to that 
of roundneſs, where the extremities 
of the trees attract the cauſe of the 


ſuſpenſion of the vapours of the at- 
moſphere, 
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moſphere, and down they generally 
fall in ſhowers. There, Sir, there is 
the ſolution of your poſtulatum : 
obſerve, all the cauſe of ſuſpenſion 
being faſtened to the extremities of 
the trees in Nevis, it was impoſſible 
theſe gentlemen could be ſuſpended 
at Melaſge: if they had been a little 
elevated, as circumſtances turned 
out, they muſt have fallen down 
again ſoon, in ſhowers, as the ex- 
tremities of the trees did in Nevis.“ 


CHAE. 
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(3t N T LE friend, whoever thou 
art, who haſt thus far travelled with 
me through various ſcenes of excel- 
lence and refinement of new man- 
ners, and new things, here bait 
a while, and taſte the diſhes that 
have been offered to thy palate; weigh 
their ſolid worth; meaſure their con- 
tents with geometrical exactneſs, 
and,. when they ſquare not with thy 
intereſt and ſatisfaction, let not the 
ſtrongeſt evidence, deductions, 
| proofs, 
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proofs, or remonſtrances, prevail on 
thee to militate againſt thy will, or 
induce thee to think that thy cra- 
nium pandendron 1s not the cottage 
of truth, and guardian of ſkill and 
ingenuity. Thus equipped, externals 
will have no more effect upon thee 
than they had upon the gummed tat- 
feta jerkin. The noble flame of 
conſcious excellence, ſuperior intel- 
ligence and dignity, will raiſe thee 
above the little cavils of ignorant 
ſnarlers, and feed thy warmeſt ſen- 
timents with ſatisfaction and ſelf- 
applauſe. 


Thou wilt, with peculiar magna- 
nimity, ſmile at petulance, which 
_ her duſty wings, and ſcatters 

abuſe 
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abuſe around ; that offspring of ma- 
levolence and ill-will, that knows 
not to venerate and applaud the 
virtuous, or feel the candid glow 
of honour. Thou wilt hold in ſove- 
reign contempt thoſe who cannot 
diſcover thy immenſe worth and va- 
lue, and, though thy once-black 
coat ſhould in every part betray its 
lining, thou wilt not be degraded 
from thy rank : theſe are not thyſelf : 
thou art immoveable. Did Corio- 
lanus ever appear with greater dig- 
nity than when he heard his ſentence 
of baniſhment ? Or did Caractacus 
ever ſhine in arms with half the 
glory his fortitude repreſented him 
in chains before the Roman Empe- 
ror ? Intrinſic worth will bear the 

ſcale 
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ſcale in times of the worſt com- 
plexion. Acquired accompliſhments, 
though of ſecond claſs, are not to 
be rejected : they, poliſh and adorn, 
prepoſſeſs and attract our eſteem, of 
which I had the fulleſt conviction 
on my arrival at Melaſge, and ſhall 
ever recolle& with becoming grati- 
tude and regard. 


I left my native ſhore in one of 
thoſe vernal morns which diffuſe pe- 
culiar beauty, accelerate the ſpirits, 
and raiſe the mind to wonder and 
adore, We failed before a gentle 
gale, which ſwelled our crowded 
ſails, and ſpread the deck with ſaline 
ſpray, that ſprung from the foaming 
wave. As the golden rays which 

bordered 
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| bordered the horizon expanded with 
genial heat, and brought on the day, 
at a great diſtance we ſaw Melaſge 
as a cloud aſcending from the ſpark- 
ling ſea, and, in a few hours, deſcried 
a boat approaching from the ſhore, 
full of men, adorned with flowing 
ſtreamers ſporting in the wind, to 
welcome our arrival.. Surprized at 
the Melaſgean politeneſs and civili- 
ty, I could not but exclaim, Was 
Idomeneus more friendly to the ſage 
Mentor? Did he ſhew more kindneſs 
to the ſon of Ulyfles, his old com- 
panion in war? Was Salentum hap- 
py under its prince, when the in- 
fant ſtate of things caſt a ruſticity on 
the beſt intentions? How happy 
muſt Fong be, ripened by the 

ſoften- 
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ſoftening arts of ſucceeding ages t 
How muſt- truth and juſtice, . love 
and harmony, and every milder 
virtue, reign where humanity and 
gentleneſs are led by the hand of 
Wiſdom? How do thoſe towering: 
battlements, thoſe lofty ſpires, which: 
ſeem'to ſupport the floating clouds, 
denote the manly genius of the peo- 
ple, thoſe friends of the human race?” 


I was loſt in. admiration and re- 
ſpect. The ties of conſanguinity, ſo- 
ciety, laws, government, cuſtoms, 
and manners, influence a reciprocal 
return. of civilities and good offices; 
but to receive them from ſtrangers, 
who have no other bondof union than 
one common nature; to. feel reſpect, 
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attention and honour from perſons 
ſo widely inconnected, unknown to 
you, argues a ſublime cauſe, de- 
notes moſt diſintereſted and humane 
principles, an extenſive genius that 
fcorns to be hampered within the 
narrow circle of a ſtate or kingdom; 
but, large as the terreſtrial globe, 
calls man his brother, and thinks 
Bis aids ſhould extend to all, as the 
circulating blood diſpenſes its nu- 
tritious qualities to the minuteſt 
part of the body, knowing no diſ- 
tinction of diſtance or ſituation, 
There are certainly few delights 
equal to thoſe which ariſe from act- 
ing with honour and juſtice ; and 
ſeeing that Nature, which boaſts a 

ſuperiority to other parts of the crea- 
| tion, 
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tion, ſoars in benevolence and kind- 
neſs above brutality as much as 
reaſon does above inſtinct and habit. 
Strongly imprefled with the moſt fa- 
vourable ſentiments of Melaſgean 
humanity and politeneſs, we ſaw the 
boat along-ſide of us: they came on 
board, and, without loſing time in 
bowing, ſcraping, -or elaborate ex- 
preſſions of regard, the frivolous 
parts of kindneſs, they ruſhed upon 
our cheſts and lockers to ſee whether 
we were properly accommodated, 
wanted any aſſiſtance, and turned out 
the contents of our boxes and trunks 
with haſte and eagerneſs. The ſweat 
flowed in torrents down their cheeks. 
How were they mortified to find our 
proviſions, dreſs, and equipage, 10 

O 2 judi- 
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judiciouſly arranged and ſelected;, 
that they had no opportunity of 
exerciſing the liberality and genero- 
ſity of their diſpoſition ! It gave me 
pain to obſerve their ſenſations, and 
trace the workings of their hearts : 
exceſs of pleaſure is oft as irkſome 
as grief and ſorrow. I could not 
avoid exclaiming, Happy country! 
what abundant ſtores of felicity muſt 
they have who make others wants 
their own, and draw their bliſs from 
raiſing the wretched to taſte the 
ſtreams of comfort! 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


No ſooner were we landed, chan 
trowds ſurrounded us on every fide, 
ſome laughed, others huzzaed; in 
ſhort, every one was full of admira-. 
tion, jocundity, mirth, joy, at our 
arrival; nor did they defiſt from their 
polite expreſſion of ſattsfaction, un- 
til we arrived at our lodgings, and 
withdrew from their fight, We had 
ſcarcely ſat down to ſhake off the fa- 
tigue in which the national polite- 
meſs had involved us, and had not 
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recovered ſufficient breath and ſpirits 
to expreſs the ſatisfaction theſe ci- 
vilities gave us, when we were in- 
formed of the approach of company : 
ſo early a compliment ſurprized me. 
Unprepared toreceive people of their 
elegant appearance, I would have 
declined the favour ; but they were 
already in my apartment : to make 
gentlemen wait was an unpardon- 
able rudeneſs; to appear 1n a travel- 
ling dreſs was mortifying to myſelf; 
yet, as it was more decent to take 
liberties with myſelf than others, I 
went to Teceive them, and expreſs 
the high ſenſe I had of the particu- 
lar honour they did me. This de- 
ſign was happily rendered unneceſ- 


ſary (happily I ſay, for I never felt 
myſelf 
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myſelf leſs diſpoſed to compliment 
than at that inſtant). One of the gen- 
tlemen informing me he was the 
maitre d* hotel; that the others were 
moſt ingenious gentlemen in their 
ſeveral callings, and perfectly con- 
verſant with the ton; Give me leave, 
Sir (continued the ſpokeſmen, diſ- 
playing a brilliant on the little finger 
on his right hand), to congratulate 
you on your arrival in a country the 
moſt diſtinguiſned in the world, both 
for natural beauties here he ad- 
vanced his right leg, and, putting his 
left hand to his ſide, diſplayed the 
ſhape of his arm, in a ſemi- circular 
figure] and acquired ornaments | here 
he adjuſted his cravat, pulled down 
his ruffles, and, drawing his left foot 

O4 to 
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to the firſt poſition, took out his 
ſauff box, and preſented it with con- 
ſummate grace]. We have, Sir, in 
this iſland, the fineſt women upon 
earth. I have ſometimes the honour 
of making one at their private par- 
ties [here he viewed himſelf with 
much complacency]; and, Sir, we 
- keep-the moſt plentiful tables of any 
nation in the world. I ſhall be par- 
ticularly happy in receiving your 
honour's commands, to give you a 
ſpecimen of my ſkill.” Being in- 
dulged in his requeſt, the other gen- 
tlemen, who had not ſettled the point 
of precedence, at once offered their 
ſervices, aiming at pre-eminence in 
vociferation and clamour : ſhave, 
dreſs, cloaths, teeth, hair, unguents, 
waſhes, 
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waſhes, perfumes, alternately gained 
the aſcendency : long and warm was 
the conteſt; the fiſt eliached, the 

eeth gnaſhed, and every feature, 
diſtorted with anger, portended bat- 
tle: at length, exhauſted, they ceaſed; 
the complacent ſmile ſucceeded to 
the ſeat of fury, and gentle affabili- 
ty followed impetuous clamour. 
Fain would I have indulged myſelf 
2 few hours in retirement, to refreſh 
my weary limbs, and, at this junc- 
ture, declined their favours ; when 
reflection hinted, theſe mgenious per- 
ſonages muſt not be trifled with: it 
is dangerous to offend the ambaſſa- 
dors, the agents, conductors, ſage 
counſellors of the cloſet, builders of 
character and advancement. Being 

un- 
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unwilling to have a wrong impreſ- 
fion given of me to their aſſociates 
of the firſt rank, I ſubmitted to be 
lathered, ſcrubbed, waſhed, powder- 
ed, perfumed, dreſſed, &c. &c. &c. 
Having gone throughtheſe operations 
without being entirely flayed and ſuf- 
focated, I had the ſatisfaction to find 
my compliance had the deſired ef- 
fect: each ſhewed the utmoſt incli- 
nation to oblige : one would have 
introduced me to a fair-one to per- 
fect me in the language, another 
would have me ſee the wild beaſts, 
or the feſtive ſcenes of a public 
evening's entertainment; another 
thought Beth—m, or the New Ex- 
change, would be more entertaining; 


and a fourth, who prided himſelf in 
being 
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being a connoiſſeur, and having a 
taſte for Virtù, entreated me to do 
the artiſts the honour of a viſit at 
their room : this was more conſo- 
nant with my diſpoſition, and the next 
morning ] reſorted to the ſeat of in- 
genuity, where an infinity of ſtatues, 
pictures, buſtos, etchings, deſigns, 
models, and drawings, ancient and 
modern, all originals, arreſted my 
wonder. In Rome, they ſay, there 
were more ſtatues than there were 
living perſons: here they ſeemed de- 
termined to rival that miſtreſs of the 
world, and excel antiquity in the 
fine arts: moſt of the pieces were to 
be ſold; ſome were expoſed to inſtruct 
the young artiſt, and do honour to 
the modern ſchool. Amidſt a variety 
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of conſpicuous merit, that I «cannot, 
from memory, do the juſtice to par- 
ticularize, a noble family ſtarving 
to-death in a fcetid cell, froze my 
blood: I ſickened, I felt ſharp, gnaw- 
ing hunger; abhorred the tyrant's 
rage: near it was placed the portrait 
of a royal princeſs, adorned with 
every charm that grace, dignity, and 
beauty can give. Diſguſt left my 
boſom ; delight and admiration ſuc- 
ceeded. Aſtoniſhed at the ſudden 
tranſition, I exclaimed, 


Who thus with horror makes my bo- 
{om ſwell, 

And paints the charms, which e'er with 
beauty dwell ? 


Who 
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Who thus my ſoul, can pain or pleaſure 
give, 

And bid the canvaſs from his pencil live? 

cannot err !. for R-—ds ſtands alone 

Applauding genius, not knowing ſhe's his 
own.“ 


| 
| 
j 
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A Gentleman obſerving my de- 
votion to the arts, obligingly pointed 
out ſeveral curious pieces which 
were to be ſold, and recommended 
ſome as invaluable; which, perfectly 
ſatisfied with his judgement, I pur- 
chaſed two ſtatues, the originals of 
thoſe copies that ſtand before the 
Pope's palacc at Montecavallo, by 
Praxitiles and Scopas : a brazen 
figure of Alexander at a banquet, 
by Lyſippus, who only was indulged 

| | with 
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with the honour of caſting that im- 
mortal hero: the death of Adraſ- 
tus, by an unknown hand : Tele- 
machus in the court of Seſoſtris: 
Orpheus on the dolphin, playing 
upon his harp, by Apelles, from 
which the learned world have diſ- 
covered that the ancient dolphin is 
the modern Porpus: an Egyptian 
ſphinx, by Zeuxis : an exact repre- 
ſentation of the ſtatue of Memnon 
hailing the riſing ſun, made of the 
ſtone on which Apollo reſted his lyre : 
a curious repreſentation of Penelope's 
web : a flight of poetic ideas, and 
neglected genius ſmiling at Power, its 
companion : a full-length piece of 
a great doctor viewing his own pro- 
ductions through a curious antique 

4 lens, 
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lens, that has the ſingular quality of 
creating and aſcertaining, {kill and 
ability: this little piece, whether the 
product of art, or work of Nature, 
is an invaluable treaſure, and cer- 
tainly not to be matched .in oreation. 


In. all. probability, I ſhould have. 
purchaſed other curioſities, had. not 
my attention been attracted by the 
irreſiſtible wit of the ladies who 
were there aſſembled to kill the 
morning: at firſt, their ſallies wero 
confined to the. inanimate pieces be- 
fore them, particularly a St. Antho- 
ny of Alexandria, the baſhful patron 
of modeſty and chaſtity in the politer 
regions of ſincerity, truth, and ho- 


nour. But, at length, diverted from 
1 that 
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that innocent channel upon each 
other, their facetiouſneſs became 
more enlivened, and was conducted 
with all the decency and moderation 
the Sylvan tribes, in foreign climes, 
obſerve on trees of delicious fruit. 
Here would I invok2 the divine 
Thalia, to repreſent, in ſtriking lines, 
the varied charms that were there 
diſplayed, the nice ſenſations of de- 
corum, the modeſty, delicacy, gen- 
tleneſs, and eaſe, that ſat on every 
face; could I ſuppoſe ſhe again 
would deign to reviſit this tweedling 
iſle : as that cannot be expected, I 
will take the liberty of recommend- 
ing the ſcene to imagination, leſt, at- 
tracting too much of the ladies” at- 
tention, I ſhould give offence to 

Vol. II. P gentle- 
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lanes, and draw as 3 re- 
ſentment upon myſelf as the briſtly 
ſoul of Scotus did from the polemic 
divines, As it is poſſible thy ſitua- 
tion or diſpoſition might not have 
permitted thee to form any acquaint- 
ance with this ſpecies of mankind, 
permit me to inform thee, they are a 
ſet of gentlemen t to be found in every 

ingdom, and people ſo deeply 
plunged in the profundity of diſ- 
quiſition, that, like St. Bernard, 
they are apt to drink oil inſtead of 
wine, without knowing it; and, in 
their purſuits after ſublime truths, 
totally diſregard their corrupt car- 
caſes; and ſhould perchance the 
rubbiſh of the world, through un- 
avoidable neceſſity, fall in their way, 
a they 
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they accept it with il|-will, and uſe 
it as thoſe who having wives are 
yet as though they had none, 


The blunted ſtate of the ſenſes, 
even in divines, 1s certainly no argu- 
ment of its amiableneſs, or rationa- 
lity. To be inſenſible of the hap- 
pineſs of riches, the beauties of the 
perſon, or charms of rank, expoſes 
an ignorance of the chief excellencies 
of nature and ſociety, and deſerves 
our pity and compaſſion. Do not 
riches collect every thing that is cu- 
rious in art or ſcience, give delight, 
and promote the welfare of nations? 
Is not beauty entitled to the admi- 
ration that every thing which ap- 


proaches towards perfection receives 
P 2 from 
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from the mind and affections? And 
does not every part of the viſible 
world pay a deference to rank, and 
look upon the ſcale of ſuperiority 
with reſpect ? Is it a matter of won- 
der, then, that each fair-one values 
her charms, and holds thoſe who 
neglect them in contempt and deteſ- 
tation? Is it ſurprizing that the ge- 
nerous ſpirit of reſentment fires at an 
attempt to depreciate or rival them, 
and ſtrides forth, like Joan of Arc, 
to repel the bold invader? No part 
of Nature can preſume to meet them 
on the ſame ground, excepting the 
mineral ; there the moſt valuable 
product has a relative value with 
perſonal beauty, and is not only 
equal by deſcent, but ſuperior in 


" MY power. 


A TRIP TO MELASGE. 213 


power. There 1s nothing extraor- 
dinary in the ſame ſpecies entertain- 
ing a regard for each other: the ſame 
nature and fimilitude unite affec- 
tion, and ſeduces prepoſſeſſion; mi- 
nerals have the ſame faculty, and, 
moreover, command the notice and 
regard of things moſt diſſimilar in 
qualities, properties, and eſſence, 
A lady, Che non mai era ſenza mal 
d'occhi, con un color verde è giallo, 
who is continually troubled with 
ſore eyes, and has a green and yel- 
low complexion, may be transformed 
by them into the completeſt beau- 
ty: they can clothe the blackeſt 
villain with the robe of innocence 
and virtue, induce the moſt noble 
prince to ſqueak#a paſſion: he might 

23 ; have 
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have felt ſome fifty years before, and 
boldly take the youthful Crepida to 
his illuſtrious bed. 


Here you, gentlemen, who do not 
find leiſure to apply ſubjects to their 
principles in philoſophy, ſwelling 
your cheeks with the rifible ideas of 
events, which, in the nature of 
things, can never happen, and arch- 
ly look within the curtain to fee how 
fooliſh are the looks of expectation, 
dreading diſappointment, not once 
entertaining a notion that Nature is 
the conductreſs of the procedure; or, 
remarking that the mineral and co- 
ronet attract each other at a given 
diſtance, and repel, when within a 
few, lines of contact, ſo that they 
4 muſt 
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muſt remain at reſt without a polh- 
bility of coheſion, will permit me 
to adjuſt the lineaments of your faces 
to the true ſolid philoſophic ſtandard, 
and exonerate the ſcenes from the 
burden of novelty. 


However we moderns may value 
ourſelves upon our philoſophic diſ- 
coveries, and vainly think that we 
alone found out the power of at- 
traction and repulſion in this mun- 
dane ſyſtem, be aſſured, theſe laws 
of Nature were known in the in- 
fant ſtate of things. Endymeon, 
who firſt deſcribed the courſe of the 
moon, made that diſcovery through 
a previous acquaintance with the 
laws of attraction and repulſion. 

| F'4  — Raw 
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Thales, on the ſame principles, fore- 
told the famous eclipſe of the ſun 
upwards of three and twenty hundred 
years ſince ; and Jupiter, transform- 
ing himſelf into gold, in his addreſ- 
ſes to Danae, diſcovered, to ſucceed- 
ing generations, the attractive affinity 
between the mineral world, and the 
human ſpecies : from theſe obſerva- 
tions, and a thouſand others which 
perpetually occurred in the Grecian 
ſtates, laws were eſtabliſhed to re- 
gulate and adjuſt thoſe powers to 
circumſtances; to ſupply defects and 
rectify errors. If, at any time, a 
young lady, by viewing an old per- 
ſon through an undue medium, 
ſhould be attracted by him, and, 
from her youth and inexperience of 

| the 
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the effects of age, had miſtaken ex- 
ternal ſplendor for the beams of na- 
tive warmth, Lycurgus made a 
law that a virtuous young man ſhould 
be ſelected by the old huſband, to 
ſupply thoſe omiſhons which the 
ravages of time had occaſioned ; a 
law io excellently adapted to nature, 
that it has ſubſiſted here, where vice 
has not yet contaminated morals, 
even to this day ; with this variation 
only, that formerly the huſband ſe- 
lected the object, whereas now (as 
refinements are in a progreſſive ſtate, 
and expand in every age) they do not 
give their huſbands the trouble of 
procuring a ſubſtitute, and (reſtrained 
by modeſty) carefully conceal their 
connections; ſo that the wiſdom of 

Ly- 
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Lycurgus is cultivated with the ut- 
moſt aſſiduity, without the huſband's 
intervention, or the leaſt application 
to magic and incantations. 


CHAT. 
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SAT N. 


"TE ravating a conſiderable time 
without intermiſſion, though we 
drive upon the nail, muſt inevitably 
looſen the linch-pin, if it does not. 
ſnap the axle-tree ; therefore we 
ſhould occaſionally reſt, to preſerve 
our vehicle in proper order, that 1t 
may go glibly on, without ſcreak- 
ing: beſides, cattle require proven- 
der, and cuſtom obliges us to give 
the polite gentleman at the hotel an 
opportunity of collecting our teeth 

: money: 
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money : for theſe, and various other 
reaſons, which may or may not oc- 
cur to you, for the whole depends 
on the titillation of your ſenſes, I 
determined to procraſtinate our jour- 
ney, or at leaſt halt awhile ; when in 
the inſtant, my companion, with all 
the marks of ſurprize and wonder, 
expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the 
manners and opinions of the Melaſ- 
geans, and could not be ſatisfied that 
the naturalneſs of Lycurgus's law 
exempted it from cenſure, 


Thus all the pains I had taken to 
prove that the Melaſgean ſentiments 
and manners originated 1n wiſdom ; 
that their elegance and refinements 
were founded on Nature, approved 


of 
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of by the ancients and teſt of ages 
vaniſhed like pleaſing hopes built on 
another's generoſity and honour, 
The reſpect I had for my friend's ex- 
cellent diſpoſition would not per- 
mit me to give him up immediately 
to his errors ; I, therefore, expreſſed 
my ſurprize that a gentleman of his 
diſcernment ſhould find fault with 
Nature, when, look where you will, 
you ſee the hand of Beauty and per- 
fection in her; that he ſhould be dif. 
pleaſed with cuſtoms, manners, and 
ſentiments, which ſprung from ſo 
excellent a principle ; that he ſhould 
object to reaſonings founded on, and 
united with it. You know, very 
well, Sir, that habits are apt to per- 
vert our reaſon, bewilder our judg- 

ment, 
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ment, ſeduce our will, and biaſs our 
opinions. Is it not probable that you 
are under this influence,. and ought 
you not to be well ſatisfied of this 
particular, before you deviate from ſo 
wiſe and long-eſtabliſhed a principle? 
The innovations that have taken 
place in the world are no arguments 
that Nature 1s defective; nor can we 
aver that the alterations in language, 
dreſs, ſentiments, and manners, are 
intrinſically the beſt : they are ſup- 
. Ported by the ſpirit of change, are 
beſt in their day, and, giving way, 
are ſucceeded by better, which evi- 
dently ſhews they have no eſſential 
worth in themſelves : if defective 
in their very eſſence, why ſhould we 
fooliſhly pay them the compliment 

of 
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of regard, at the expence of that 
principle which has been invariably 
the ſame ? Would not the friar who 
preached before the king, though he 
exhauſted all the treaſures of rheto- 
ric in ſpeaking of the Greek lan- 
guage, and ſhewing its derivation from 
the Hebrew, be derided at this time? 
Would not a gentleman make a ridi- 
culous figure, if he dreſſed in a fall- 
ing band, a ſhort green doublet, 
the arm- parts towards the ſhoulders 
wide and ſlaſhed, zigzag turned 
up ruffles, very long breeches, tied 
far below the knee, with long, yellow 
ribbons, red ſtockings, large ſhoe- 
roſes, and a ſhort red cloak, lined 
with blue? Should we not wonder 
to hear that a lady had diſcovered 
the 
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the ſpirit of Lucretia, or à gentle- 
man the nice honour of Regulus ? 
If theſe peculiarities are contempti- 
ble at this time, and every thing 
muſt, ſooner or later, that digreſſes 


from right Reaſon, does it not be- 


come us to revert to thoſe ſentiments 
and manners which right reaſon 
have fupported ? When Geradas was 
aſked by a ſtranger, What puniſt- 
ment would be inflicted on an adul- 
terer in Sparta, replied, That the 
offender would be obliged to pay the 
plaintiff a bull, with a neck ſo long 
that he could drink of the river that 


flowed at the foot of Taygetus, over 


the top of the mountain ; intimating 
thereby that there was no poſſibility 


of that crime's appearing amongſt 


them. 
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them. Geradas, the wiſe Geradas, 
had no idea that there was criminali- 
ty in the law of Lycurgus; that 
acting agreeable to Nature, was in- 
conſiſtent with wiſdom and right 
reaſon. Indeed, you muſt either 
have been greatly ſecluded from ſo- 
ciety, not to poſſeſs ſentiments that 
are entertained in all the polite circles 
of our world: Civitas in qua nemo 
hoſpes, niſi barbarus, a city where 
they only are ſtrangers, who are un- 
acquainted with the ton, or have 
obſtinately reſiſted the laws of Na- 
ture, and force of example; or you 
would have been, as the Italians ſay, 
Di quelli omaccioni, liberi, ſinceri e 
d'animo veremente Romano; One of 
thoſe great, free, and honeſt men, 

Vol. II. Wt wh-ſ2 
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zwhoſe ſouls are truly Roman ; and 
be aſſured, my good friend, you will 
make a poor figure amongſt man- 
kind, if your conceptions are ſo dull 

as not to enter into the propriety 
and excellence of thoſe opinions and 
manners. 'The .man who preſumes 
to think for himſelf, and run counter 


to the prevailing diſpoſition of man- 


kind, 1s but an hair's breadth from 


the ſtraight jacket, or the fate of poor 


Otway.“ * 


CHAP. 
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c H A p. XXX. 


Prcowy you think that, however 
polite and univerſal this procedure 
is, it places mankind on a level with 
the brute creation, and inſiſt that our 
reaſon ſhould raiſe us to more noble 
ſentiments; that we ſhould pay ſome 
reſpect to the dignity of man, and 
act conſiſtently with that wiſdom 
which diſtinguiſhes him from the 
animal world. Wiſdom! Why of 
all words formed by the alphaber, 
there 1s not one that bears more va- 
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rious interpretations, appears in more 
different ſhapes, and is in general ſo 
dangerous. Did not the Athenian 
ſtate totter on the brink of ruin, 
from the wiſdom of Demoſthenes ? 
Did not Themiſtocles's maſter tell 
him, when he was a boy, he would 
one day be a moſt deſtructive plague 
and ruin to his country? Did not 


the Romans, when the perverſeneſs 


of Coriolanus compelled them to 
baniſh him, diſmiſs him with greater 
joy and triumph than they ever 
ſhewed for a victory? Did not Mar- 
cus Cato marry an apparitor's daugh- 
ter, who worked for wages, and ſuf- 
fer her to prevail on him to ſtir up 
the third Carthaginian war, and ſpill 
a deluge of blood? Did not Brutus, 

| Cal- 
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Caſſius, the Gracci, and Tully, in- 
volve the Roman ſtate in civil diſ- 
cord and deſolation? Did not the 
wiſeſt prince of his age, as he ac- 
knowledges himſelf, ſpend an in- 
glorious reign, duped and impoſed 
upon by his neighbours ? Did not a 
long-headed fellow lacerate the 
bowels of theſe dominions, with 
frantic fury, for many years, with ſo 
little regard to his progeny, that his 
ſon was obliged to charity for ſub- 
ſiſtence *? And ſee wiſe men where 
you will, they are ſo inanimate and 
ſtupid, that they caſt a gloom upon 
vivacity, and ſtir up a general yawn. 


Does not Roſ—u now live in a garret, 
wedded to the ſhining arms of his virtuous 


cook, ; 
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Tf they unhinge their tongues to talk, 


they ſtop in the midſt of a narrative. 


or involve the company in the arms 
of Somnus : if they are called upon 


to execute the common occurrences. 


of life, to purchaſe or ſell, rectify 
miſtakes, or ſtrike a ballanee, they 
are as little in their element as the 
wiſe ſon of a late nobleman was in 
clean linen and good company; ſo 
that they are uſeleſs to their friends, 
a diſgrace to their acquaintance, and 
dangerous to the ſtate. Thus the 
Melaſgeans, proving their principle 
by facts, beyond the denial of a ſingle 
term, deducethat*****, Surprized to 
find ſuch profound attention from my 
companion, I turned my eyes upon 
bim, and found myſelf claſſed with 

Wiſdom. 
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Wiſdom. Unwilling to diſpel the 
balmy miſt of fleep, I was filent, 
intending no more to incur that diſ- 
grace, or renew this ſubject, until 
theſe ſheets ſhould have been ſervice- 
able in lighting the muſty ſoaker's 
pipe, or ſupplying the liſping Abi- 
gailwith paper to curl her lady's hair. 


No ſooner had I formed the refolu- 
tion to diſcontinue the Melaſgean 
deduction, and for the future re- 


form my manners (a reſolution 
built on contingencies, and as ſuſ- 


ceptible of verſatility as the moſt po- 


lite macaroni), than my companion, 


ſtaring at the iraſcibility of my ex- 
preſſion, aſſured me he had only 
cloſed his eyes, that no external ob- 


Q 4 Ject 


232 A TRIP TO MELASGE. 


ject might divert his attention from 
my diſcourſe, and proteſted. he had 
not the leaſt idea of my having wiſe 
dom! Comforted by theſe aſſurances, 
and no longer in danger of ſo vile an 
imputation, I felt myſelf in an in- 
ſtant as happy as the good woman 
of Gainſborough was, when ſhe was 
drawn to the ſhore by her hog. Our 
Joy, it is true, had a ſtrong ſimili- 
tude ; yet there aroſe a ſpecific dif- 
ference in the ſtring of coheſion ; 
that, by which her body was faſtened 
to the hog's leg, was ſo faithful, that 
it left her neither in ſecurity, or dan- 
ger, in grief, or happineſs ; whereas 
my ſtring was ſnapped, and irreduci- 
ble to its priſtine ſtate, as Dido's 
chaſtity was, which fell a ſacrifice to 

a lover, 
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a lover, who was dead three hundred 
years before ſhe was born; an event 
that ſhews, to the female race, the 
poſſibility 'of univerſal contamina- 
tion; that the nuns of Coldingham 
were no leſs abſurd than barbarous, 
to incur voluntary deformity, in or- 
der to preſerve what they poſſibly 
were never poſſeſſed of. Points of 
this abſtruſe and hidden nature are 
not here to be determined; for, after 
all my labours, and the polite credit 
many will pay my elegant author, 
there will be ſome, who, from 
wiſhing, will inſiſt on the impoſſibi- 
lity of ſuch depredation, and as 
tenaciouſly maintain the poſſeſſion of 
this Cynthian charm, as the aſtro- 
nomer does the ſatellite of Venus: 

| there- 
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therefore, to avoid the appearance of 
partiality, or endeavouring to pre- 
judice my reader in a point of ſuch 
delicacy and importance, juſtice 
bids me defer a fuller illuſtration 
of this fubje&t until the decree of 
Minos and Rhadamanthus, and the 
converſation which paſſed between 
Eneas and Dido in Elyſium, ſhall 
be communicated to the public by 
authority. 


CHAP. 
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Tuxsz ſpacious fields of ſpe- 
culation ſometimes bewilder the in- 
cautious traveller, and lead him 
into the unfrequented paſſages that 
ſeparate the brier from the thorn, the 
ſtately oak from the deadly night- 
ſhade and prickly thiſtle. As I have 
no inclination to wound the legs, or 
tire the patience of my reader, we 
will, if it is agreeable, ſtep into the 
pleaſing walks of reality, calmly 
amuſe our reflections, and pick a 

morſel 
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morſel of inſtruction from Melaſgean 
beneficence, that charming temper 
which diſplays the beſt diſpoſition 
of nature: not that I would intrude 
upon ſilent modeſty, that virtue ſo 
much in uſe and admiration, but, by 
general applauſe, to countenance a 
goddeſs who may ſoon be on the tip- 
toe to ſpring into other regions, as 
lady Aſtræa has, and, if poſſible to 
retain her in defence of politeneſs 
and high breeding; if poſſible, I 
ſay; for, ſince hoſpitality is not 
permitted in good company, it is 
moſt likely ſhe will take her relation 
in her hand, and reſide in purer 
regions in Tartary, the Hebrides, or 
ſome affociated people inconſcians of 


the inſenſibility of politeneſs, @_ 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall not preſume to enter upon 
geometrical commenſuration of be- 
neficence, or ſpecify the degree each 
individual poſſeſſes, as ſuch a con- 
ſideration would neceſſarily compel 
me to prove the reality of a mathe- 
matical point ; but, that its propor- 
tions are various in different people, 
cannot be doubted: it is impoſſible 
it ſhould be otherwiſe; for thoſe 
whoſe animation is only liable to be 
partially affected, and have no per- 
ception beyond their own periphery, 
will examine objects with nice at- 
tention, obſerve the cut of their 
beards, and, if they find it adjuſted 
atter their own faſhion, generouſly 
drop a mite into .their flannel caps, 
or give to them an onion, or leek, 


4 to 


238 A TRIP TO MELASGE. 


to regale themſelves with. Others, 
Who have a more perfect command 
of their natural powers, extend their 
donations to humble nature, care, 
and tenderneſs; and, leſt the paupers 
minds ſnould d well too much on their 
misfortunes, and reflection heighten 
their ſenſations, they amuſe them as 
they ſit or lie with ſome ſpecies of 
work (as ladies knot in their coaches, 
left too much thinking ſhould injure 
the vivacity of their eyes, and re- 
duce the charming tints of their 
complexion), that whilſt they beguile 
their pains, they may alleviate the 
expence of their maintenance, and 
ſupport the humble manſion appro- 
priated to their uſe. 


But 
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But in Melaſge this virtue will not 
be confined within theſe narrow 
bounds : ſhe will not pay attention 
to rude health, that florid muſcular 
ſtrength which, by continual labour, 
can clothe the numerous infant race 
with the rag of decency : Nature 
there puts in her claim; beſtows re- 
wards that ſhould not be infringed; 
but, when the poor become decrepid 
and infirm, ſhe ſteps forth with 
eager zeal and warmth to their 
ſupport ; no longer permits them to 
ſleep on wretched pallets within 
the mud-wall cottage, expoſed to the 
nocturnal blaſt, the inclemency of 
froſt and ſnow, want and poverty, 
but lodges them in palaces, as the 
firſt objects of honour and diſtinc- 

1 tion, 
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tion; gives them ſervants whoſe ele- 
gant habits, rich equipages, and 
plentiful revenues, would not diſ- 
grace nobility ; feeds them with 
meats adapted to their ſeveral com- 
plaints, and leaves them perfectly at 
their eaſe, to view from their apart- 
ments the extenſive plains covered 
with the beauties of nature and art; 
to walk the verdant lawns within 
their own domain, or ſupinely reſt 
beneath the ſhady groves and viſtos 
of ſpreading elms : a ſituation this 
ſo happily adjuſted to the deſires of 
man, that it is a real misfortune to 
many not to become decrepid, and 
ſhews the deſire of health to be 
merely the vain wiſh of madmen 
and fools, 
Be- 
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- Beſides this prudent and amiable 
attention to the perſons of the infe- 
- rior claſs of people in illneſs, they 
are ſingularly attentive to the in- 
ſtruction of the infant mind in 
literature, The care of their morals 
is always committed to the parent's 
curious eye, to that affection and 
wiſdom which nature, animated by 
thoſe ſparkling atoms, that Mr. 
Cibber celebrates, produces. By 
theſe means they are guarded againſt 
thoſe baſe connections which form 
the thief and murderer, protected 
from profaneneſs and acquaintance 
with thoſe horrid amprecations 
which diſgrace other countries, and 
ſerve the community with that fide- 
lity, humility and bonour, which 
Vor. II. R con- 
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conſtitute no leſs domeſtic felicity, 
than it does public. ſecurity and 
obedience. 


| Nay, ſo univerſal is the ardor to 
advance education, and. cultivate 
found learning, that every indivi- 
dual below nobility is ready to 
promote the noble cauſe, to inſtruct 
youth, and, train up young gentle- 
men to be uſeful and ornamental 
members of ſociety. No ſooner 
does the farmer find the glebe too 
barren for his plow; no ſooner does 
the lawyer perceive the ſpirit of 
litigation ceaſe ; no ſooner does the 
apothecary obſerve that moderation 
and falubrious air maintain his 
neighbours in health; no ſooner does 
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the tobacconiſt diſcover that men 
nauciate his goods; and the footman 
is rejected ſervice, than, with all the 
generous ſpirit of ſocial regard, they 
launch out in the public cauſe and 
undertake to educate the youthful 
genius in polite literature, the 
mathematics, the dead and living 
languages, and every branch of 
ſcience. It is impoſſible then that 
Melaſge can be other than a land of 
eminent virtue, elegance, and know- 
tedge; when the moſt accompliſhed 
individuals are anxtous to extend 
their refinements to future genera- 
tions. How muſt they ſtrengthen 
the civil arm, advance the nicer ſen- 
timents of honour, that amor patriz 
which was long the glory and of 

R 2 claſ- 
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claſſic ground, and if univerſally 
attended to, would again renew 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed days, when 
heroes waſhed the vices of indivi- 
duals with the blood of millions, and 
make the world as refined, humane, 
and virtuous, as it was in the en- 
lightened ages of tilts and cruſa- 
dos! 8 


Theſe modes would of themſelves 
be admirably efficacious. But the 
Melaſgeans have exalted ſentiments, 
and permit nothing to remain in a 
ſtate of mediocrity to give proper 
vivacity and freedom of thinking 
to the genius thus elegantly ground- 
ed: they look upon it as indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to refreſh it by the 

I ſoften- 
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foftening gales of Continental air. 
There can be no doubt that there is 
much acquaintance with nature in 
encouraging this plan of action; for 
we contract a certain ruſticity at 
home, that is neither pleaſing nor 
convenient, a ſtubborn attachment 
to ſentiment; and a. ſteady perſeve- 
- Tance in the trammels of order, 
which totally deſtroys that eaſy neg- 
ligence which gives grace to man- 
ners and attraction to perſonal ac- 
compliſhment; for what are eſſential 
excellencies worth, if they are not 
perceptible, and rendered conſpicu- 
ous by the finer ſprings of action? 
Could agility, that favourite gift of 
Nature, be fo admirably diſplayed 
without the aſſiſtance of a Feuillade 

R 3 or 
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or Gallini > Would not the dignity 
of the body reſt obſcured, did not 
theſe friends to-the human race draw 
it forth in all the grace of attitude 
and beauty of motion-? Could a 
gentleman adapt himſelf to female 
delicacy, or properly expreſs the 
tenderneſs of his paſſion, if he did 


not practiſe the ſofter tones, gentleſt 


manners, and neweſt ton of ſmiles ? 
theſe acquiſitions are the ſtrongeſt 
demonſtrations of modern refine- 
ment, the glory of the times, ſuch 
as antiquity with all her boaſted 
powers cannot pretend to. 


For then the beauteous queen of Crete 
Would take a town- bull for her ſweet; 


And 


| 
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And from her greatneſs ſtoop fo low, 


To be a rival of a cow: 


Others did proſtitute their great hearts 


To be baboons and monkeys ſweethearts. 
Hud, 


How monſtrous would an attach- 
ment to monkeys be now thought ? 
Foreign intercourſe happily eradi- 
cated every idea of it, whatever pro- 
penſity there might have formerly 
towards it; and in their ſtead intro- 
duced the prettieſt dreſſes, and moſt 
inoffenſive young fellows, whoſe 
amuſing levities and comic tricks 
beguile the morning hour; who comb 
the hair, read ſoft ſonnets, ſay a 
thouſand tender things, and tell the 
news that reigns amidſt the gayeſt 
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circles, How gentle and bewitching 
are their manners? The ſweeteſt gales 
that zephyrs waft from the enamelled 
Plains are not ſo ſoft and ſweet as 
they are. Bred in the lap of beauty 
and delicacy, they reject the rougher 
walks of manhood; and leave far 
behind them the powers of vulgar 
education. 


The ſbciety of Les Belles Lettres 
often have in vain attempted to breed 
a fine gentleman;— The ton of the le- 
vee, and: dreſſing room, exceeded 
the moſt elevated ſtrains of their ima- 
gination; though it is impoſſible 
any body of men ſhould conduct a 
fociety more agreeably to the acu- 
men of intelligence than they do: all 

their 
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their compoſitions are ſupreme. Nor. 
does Voltaire, or D*Alembert ever 
make any ſtrictures on foreign litera- 
ture but what are totally free from 
the ſmalleſt idea of envy, ignorance, 
or malice. There the various branches 
of ſcience are taught in perfection, 
and the arts traced from their origin 
and unfolded in all imaginable ele- 
gance; ſo that a ſtudent may rely 
on their productions as genuine 
guides to knowledge, ſhielded by 
truth and honour. In the hours of 
relaxation, what abundant matter 
offers itſelf to ſtrike the mind with 
wonder and admiration !. Here only 
are magnificent buildings, gardens 
of tafte and beauty! The treaſures of 
wealth and genius are aſſembled in 

the 
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the city of the world. The royal pa- 
laces in fullen grandeur claim vene- 
ration, never enough to be expreſſed. 
The 1 as a terreftrial paradiſe, 
is the ſeat of univerfal pleaſure and 
delight, where the tender infant 
plays, and florid groups obey the 
calls of nature with unbluſhing in- 
nocence. Happy freedom! Sweet 
reſort of ſmiles, how ſupremely eaſy 
and engaging does it make its vota- 
ries, eſpecially if they are initiated 
into thoſe ſelect ſocieties where the 
fire of imagination is let looſe, and 
genius appears in her native dreſs; 
where the ſallies of wit are brilliant; 
the elaſtic ſtarts of a pauvre diable 
of a malefactor upon the wheel, are 


painted in all the bright colours of 
4 face- 


—— 
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facetiouſneſs ; where the feelings of 
a too tender parent, and the virtues 
of a chaite wife, are expoſed in all 
the genuine traits of ridiculouſneſs 
and folly ; where a Didero will un- 


fetter the mind from the manacles of 


education, and teach them to laugh 
at the great event of the Auguſtine 
age and its conſequences as trifling 
tales, calculated to amuſe the igno- 
rant, and bind the faculties of great 
minds. 


Oh happy Melaſge! thus to have 
thy natural endowments illuſtrated 
by foreign aids, and be cutitripped 
in no excellent quality unleſs thy 
ladies yield the palm of runing to 
the Ducheſſe de Ch $1! 

FIN 


